Research Note

FALSE SMUT, A NEW DISEASE RECORD FROM PUERTO RICO'S RICE FIELDS

The cause of false smut disease is the
fungus Ustilaginoidea oryzae (Pat.) Fre-
feld, previously known as Ustilago virens
(Cke.) Trak, This fungus has been reported
from most of the major rice growing areas
in the 01d and New Worlds.* In America it
is known to occur in Bolivia, Colombiu,
Guyana, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Surinam,
Trinidad, Venezuela, and the United
States.?

Grains on affected panicles are trans-
formed into a greenish mass on the outside,
yellow-crange ingide.?®* Only a few
spikelets in a panicle are affected. Qu? indi-
cated that high moisture conditions are
favarable for the development of this dis-
ease. It is unlikely that the false smut will

cause an economic impaet on the Puerto
Riean rice industry since the disease is con-
sidered of little economic importance even
in rice producing countries with climatic
eonditions right for its development.

The disease was observed on a rice farm
in Manat{ March 2 and 7, 1986, Only two
panicies, both from the same field, were col-
lected with disease symptoms. The determi-
nation was done by A. Rodriguez, Associate
Phytopathologist of the Agrieultural Exper-
iment Station, Rio Piedras, P. R. To our
knowledge, this is the first report of this
disease on rice in Puerto Rico.
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