Research Note

NEW THRIPS RECORDS (INSECTA:THYSANOPTERA) FROM
PUERTO RICO*

Five new thrips (Thysanoptera) records
from Puerto Rico accumulated during re-
cent years are herein reported. With the re-
cords in Medina Gaud (1961)° and Medina et
al. (1973),* Pantoja et al. (1989)° and Medina
Gaud et al. 1989,% the number of thrips
species known from Puerte Rico is 91.
Voucher specimens are deposited in the Mu-
seum of Entomology of the Crop Protection
Departinent, at Rio Piedras Agricultural Bx-
periment Station, under accession numbers
bearing the abbreviations P. R. Ace. No.

Family Thripidae
Fronkliniella bispinosa (Morgan)

Twenty specimens of this species were
collected at Bayamén, Pennock Gardens, on
rose buds, from plants imported from USA,
on 13 June 1990, 8. Medina Gaud. Most of
the flower buds were damaged by these
thrips. This species is found in the south-
eastern United States, Bahamas and Ber-
muda, Voucher specimens P.R. Ace, No.
97-90,

Pseudothrips sp.

Specimens of an undetermined species in
this genus were collected at Dofia Juana

Forest, north of Villalba, on flowers of Rosa
sp., 15 Mareh 1956, G. Rivera and S.
Medina Gaud. Voucher specimens P.R. Ace.
12-56.

Family Phaelothripidae
Ethirothrips sp.

One specimen of an wundetermined
species of this genus was collected at Afias-
co, on green coconut, Coccus nucifera, dam-
aged by the attack of the mite, Aceria guer-
revomis Keiffer (= Evriophes guerreronis
Keiffer) (Acari:Eriophyiidae) 23 Septem-
ber 1986, . Abreu. This species feeds on
spores of a fungus on the coconut lesions.
Voucher specimens P.R. Ace. No. 160-80.

Macrophthalmothrips helenae Hood

One specimen of this species was col-
leeted at Juana Diaz, Fortuna Agric. Exp.
Substn., on egpgplant leaves; infested with
Thrips palmi (Thysanoptera:Thripidae) and
Bemisia tabeei (Homoptera:Aleyrodidae)
19 April 1990, R. Franqui. This species
could be a predator of eggplant, Solanum
melongena, pests. It is found in the CGarib-
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bean Basin. This species was collected to-
gether with Haplothrips gowdeyi. Voucher
specimens P. R. Ace. No. 54-90.

Neosmerinthothrips sp.

One specimen of this undetermined
species was collected at Anasco on green
coconut damaged by the attack of the mite,
Acerie guerreronis Keiffer (= E. guer-
reronis), 24 September 1986, E. Abren,

This species feeds on the spores, of a fungus
on the coconut lesions. Voucher specimens
P.R. Acc. No. 160-90,
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