
NOTES ON PORTO RICAN THYSANOPTERA 
By H. L. DOZIER 1 

The writer is greatly indebted to Dr. J. D. Hood who has kindly 
confirm ed or deter mined the species recorded in this short paper. 

Pranldinothrips vespif ormis (Crawford) 
Ten adults taken on guava foliage in associati on with Selenothript 

rubrocinct1is and the 
guava whitefly, Aleuro-
clicus minim1is, Septem -
ber 21, 1924, at Rio Pie-
dras. Also collected in 
bloom of cult ivate d rose 
tlfay 24, 1925. 

Alenrodothrips fascia. 
pennis Franklin 

From citr us material 
infested wit h Soft and 
Purpl e Scale, May 24, 
1925, at Rio Piedras. 

Selenothrips trubrocinc-
tiis (Giard ) 

Thi s species was pre-
sent in the adult and 
last instar in large num-
bers Septem ber 18, 1924, 
attacki ng the underside 
of foliage of a musca-
dine g r a p e import ed 
from Florida on the ex-
perimenta l grape p 1 o t 

FIG . !. - Typical work of the Cuban Laure l 
Thrips , Gyna-ikothrips uzeli, on ' 'Laurel de 
India'' 

at the Station . While seri ous damage was done to the mus cad ine, 
0ther var ieties adjacent were not attacked, including the native 
grape, Californian varietie s, Vitis amur ensi-s and the Carmen. On 
October 28th, this thrip was abundant on an import ed var iety c-f 
mango, on guava, and on almendra, Terminalia catappa. On No-
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vember 1st it was found attacking young leaves of the mangostee:i., 
Garcinia mangostana, and on the 5th the Burbank Thornle ss Black-
berry in the berr y plots was extremely badly inf ested and nearly 
comple+-ely defoliated. The Himalaya ·Raspberry, Rubus ellipticus, 
was also g~nerally attacked and the Cuthbert Raspberry was very 
slig:p.tly infested. The native berry was not attacked. 

Gynaikotlwips uzeli (Zimm. ) 
At all seasons .of th e year this thrips may be found abundant, 

curling the leaves and growing tips of the "Laurel de India", Ficus 
nitida Thunb., wherever the latter occurs on the Island. Two pre-
daceous anthocorid sucking bugs, Macrotracheliclla nigra Parshley 
and Cardiostethus sp ., were atta cking this thrip in abundant number's 
at Juan a Diaz, February 11, 1925. Trees at San Juan were found 
heavily infested July 2, 1925. 

H elioth?-ip'S haemon·hoidalis Bouche 
Abundant breeding on leaves of an introduc ed plant, Barringtonia 

'Speciosa, at Rio Piedras, May 24, 1925. 

PrankUniella insularis (Franklin) 
This is the most common species of flower thrips over the Island, 

attacking many different flowers-in blooms of Canavali mar·itimus 
on the beach at Santurce, January 6, 1925 ; abundant in blooms of 
"granadilla':, PaS'Siftora quadrangulm·is, June 17, 1925; in rose 
blooms at Rio Piedras, May 24, 1925. 

Frankliniella triciti (Fitch) 
Taken in blooms of grape fruit at Trujillo Alto. 

Haplothrips merrilli Watson 
Specimens of what has been placed dubiously as this species have 

been obtained from parasite emergence boxes of scale and whitefly 
material as follows: numerous specimens from Asterolecanium bam-
busae material on bamboo, Rio Piedras, May 31, 1925 ; one specimen 
from Pulvinaria iceryi materia l on sugar cane at Arecibo, May 31, 
1925 ; one specimen from H owardia biclavis on Acalypha, Rio Pie-
dras, I\fay 31, 1925; one specimen from Ceroplastes cirrip edif ormis 
en passion vine ; and a single specimen from Aleurothrixus howm·,ti 
on lignum-vitae at Central Aguirre, July 22, 1925. The faet that 
this thrips has been reared in each case associated with either scale 
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er whitefly material would indicate that the species is most likely 
predaceous on the young . . 

H oplandrothrips reynei Friesner 
Several specimens of this large thrips issued from Asteroleca,niu,.,i 

pustulans material on Cassia fistula placed in parasite emergence 
cages, May 31, 1925, at Rio Piedras. This species also is most proba-
bly predaceous on young scale and whitefly. 


