
HERPETOLOGICAL NOTES 

CHAPMAN GRANT, Major, U. S. Army 

· Ariste liige1· cochranae 

Aristelliger cochranae was descr ibed as a new species in this 
Journal, Vol XV, pp . 399-400. Noble and Klinge l have described a 
new genus in American Museum Novitates, No. 549, p. 4, under the 
name of A1-istenigella to which they refer our new species. 

Sphaerodactyliis 

The same authors, p. 11 et seq. describe a new Sphaerodactyl and 
in discussing variation and sexual diifferences state: ''. . . We are 
indebted to Major Grant for his discovery 'of a reliable secondary 
sexual character of value in distinguishing sexes [ the ''escutcheon'' 
of the male] . . . As a matter of practice we find the hypertrophy 
of these scales the [escutcheon] less diagnostic of sex than another 
male character which we believe has not been hitherto described. 
The posterior lip of the cloaca is very much broader in the adult 
male than in the adult female [italics mine] . . . The only adult 
males in our series which do not show this distinctive lip are not 
well preserved or are so bent tlia t the cloacal lips do n·ot meet in 
the normal way. In checking through the series of sphaerodactyls 
in the American Museum we find the lip less variable than the hy
pertrophied scales [escutcheon] . '' 

My study of a series of 2,035 specimens of nine species from the 
Puerto Rico Area has shown that the escutche·on is visible in newly 
hatched specimens and not confined to "adults". We do not read 
in what way the escutcheon is "less diagnostic" than the character 
of cloacal lips found only in "adults" and invisible in "not well 
preserved" or "bent" specimens. We read that "the lip is less va
riable than the'' escutcheon. The escutcheon is present regardless 
of variability on all males of whatever age, state of preservation or 
bending. Nothing is claimed for species occurring outside of the 
Puerto Ric·o Area. 

Further we read: "Grant (1931) lays considerable emphasis on 
sexual dichromatism as a diagnostic species character in his sphaero
dactyls from Puerto Rico and adjacent areas . . . In inaguae, [S. 
in'aguae] w~ have been able to establish definitely that there is con
siderable variation · in ' co'ior , and the sexes of adu lts cannot always 
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be distinguished by d:ilff erence in col'oration . . . In view of the 
wide limits of var iati on in inaguae, it seems probable that other 
species of Sphaerodactyls are more variable than Grant and others 
have assumed. ' ' 

In my description of new species and rediscriptions of known 
species the following points have been br·ought out in various artic les 
in thi s Journal : 

There is no sexual dichromatism whatever at any age in S. klau
beri, nicholsi, townsendi, gaigeae or rnonensis. 

Sexua l dichromatism is present and forms an almost infallible 
character in adults of s. grandisquarrvi,s, macrolepis and danf orthi. 

Sexual dichromatism m'ost marked from newly hatched to adults 
in S. roosevelti . 
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HERPE'l'OJJOGICAL NOTES 

The Journ al has published articles on a collection of 7,235 reptiles ; 
and amphibians collected during 1931- 1932 in the Puerto Rico and' 
·virg in Island Areas. The :first articles appeared in the Ju ly, 193] 
number; and in each succeeding number to date. The collection is; 
now in the J\f-useum of the University of Michigan . 


