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The arid appearing litt le · Island of St. John lies east of St. 
Thomas. There is no industry and practically no cultivation except 
where the scattere d negro population tends patches of tr uck. Moun
tain trails connect the ruin ed :butch manor houses, which flourished 
in the days of rum and slavery. Schools are plentiful and well 
attended. Catt le, horses and mongoose are much in evidence. The 
last has practically exterm inated land turt les, ground lizards and 
-snakes. 

The principal incentive to visitin g St. John, fr om April 13- 17, 
1932, was to try to enlarge the herp etological check list which Bar
bour limits to five species in "Zo ologica " , Vol. XI, No. 4, 1930. It 
is easy enough to assume what species probably occur on an Island, 
but there is greater sat isfaction in actually collectin g the specimens. 

Barbour lists-- 1. Ameiv a .exsul; 2 . .Aimph1isbaena fenestrata; 3. 
Mabouia sloanii; 4. AlsopMs ant illemis, and 5. Dromic u-s exigu1ts 
-0nly. Of these, M. sloanii should undoubtedly read M. semitaeniatus. 
I · believe the former is confined to P.R. The lat ter has probably 
il'eached the verge of extermin g.tion on St. John , as I saw no specimens 
and the natives did not r ecognize a sampl e shown them fr om Culebra. 
They say that snakes are very rarely seen. A.meiva seems to be 
restricted to the n eighborhood of the settl ement at Cru z Bay , where. 
the mongoose is kept off by the dogs. 

,The following is probably the late st and most complete list fro m 
this" area : 

1. Eleutherodactylus antill ensis, (Reinhardt & Lutken ). Numer ous 
under banana sheaths , sometimes in groups of eight or more. 

Occasional specimens were found in the axils of bromtliads. The 
iblack loreal region and bri ght r ed eyes were prominent. The back 
is colored terra-cotta, - tan, pink or rare ly gray. The voice did not 
seem to differ greatly from th e Puerto Rico specimens. 

Speciinens taken------------------ ~--- - ---- ------------ 72 

2 . EZeutherO<laatylus cochranae sp. nov. 
It is described elsewhere in this number . They were found ex-

331 



332 THE JOURNAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULT U RE OF P. R. 

elusively in the axils of bromeliacls, together with a few E. antillens is_ 
The voice was not heard. 

Speeimens tak en - - ---- - ---- - --- - -- - ------ -- -- -- ---- -- - 210 

3. Leptodactylus albilab1·is (Gunther ) . 
Plentiful under r ocks in th e muddy ponds along dry str eam beds 

'l'hey have striking differ ences from their Puerto Rican coun~erparts. 
but closely resemble the St. Thomas topotype s, of which I took 7 
specimen s. It would app ear that the P.R. species is different. iThe
St. John species has th e upp er surfa ce bla ck, th e throat heavily 
marked with black and the snout developed for burrowing , wher eas. 
the P.R. form is diversely colored above, white und ern eath . Many 
froth nests were found containing eggs and larvae. 

Speeimens taken - - ---- -- -- -- --- -- --- --- - --- - - - --- - ----- 73 

4. Herr.;i,dactylus rnabouia (Moreau de Jonnes ) . 
Found in frame buildings and under living banana sheath s. In, 

this it shows a different habitat from H. brookii of P.R., which 
resorts to mortar or stone buildings. Known as " Wood slaves" to. 
the natives. 

Speeimens taken--- --- -- --- - ----- - --- - --- -- --- - - - -- - '-- - 21 

5. Spha erodactylus macrolepis Gunthe r 
These agree with specimens from St. Croix and ,V ater Islandr 

St. Thomas. The male has a gray body and " Target" patt ern head_ 
No red -head males seen, which further strengthen s th e validity of 
S. danforthi , of Culebra and Viequ es. Numerous in favored places .. 

Speeimens taken - -- ------ - - - ---- - - - --------------- - - - -- 22 

6. Anoli s c1·istat eU11,s Dum eril & Bibron 
Numerous an d showed no variation from those of St. rrhomasr 

except that on St ephen Key th e tail crest was extr emely high. None 
of the highly patterned fema les was seen as on Pu erto Rico. I believe
two species are found together on Puerto Rico and ar e grouped a:S
one. 

Speeimens taken ------------------ - - - -------------- - - - - 16 

7. Anolis pulchellits Dumeri l & Bibron 
Not nu merous. The fa n does not have the crimson center seen, 

on the Puerto R.ico specimens. 

Speeimens ta ken -- - - - - --- -- - ------- - ------ - ---- - - ----- - 24 
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8 . .Anolis stratulus. Cope 
Uncommon. Found from the mangroves at sea level to the hill 

tops. The fan is of a deeper yellow than on Puerto Rico. 

Specimens taken- -- - ---------------- - ------ - ----------- 23 

9 . .Ameiva exsul . Cope 
.This species is listed by Barbour. Numerol113 ·near the buildings 

at Cruz Bay where the dogs keep the mongoose away. No large 
specimens seen. Where the mongoose is numerou s, larg e .Am,eiv"s 
are seldom seen. The natives say the '' ground lizard'' is found nc
where else on the island. 

Specimens taken-- ------ ---- ------------------- -------- 19 

10. Mabouia semitaeniatus . Wiegmann. 
Not seen. Probab ly near ext inction . This species is doubtless 

what occurred here, but is listed by Barbour as M~ sloanvi, which I 
believe occurs only on Puerto Rico. The natives did not recognize 
pictures of this species. 

11. .Am,phisbaena f enestrata. Cope. 
Not seen. Listed by Barbour. Doubtles s num erous but there is 

so little cultivation that opportunities for taking it are few. 

]2. Typhlaps jamaicens1"..s (Shaw ) 
Two specimens sent me by 111r. B. E. Bauman may be referred 

to the above species pending a revision of the mat erial from this area . 

Specimens taken--- --- -------------------- -- ----------.,- 2 

13. .Alsophis· antillensis · (Schlegel) 
· Prob'ably extinct on St . John. Two specimens taken on Dog Is

land. Said on good authority to occur on Lovango and Congo Keys . 

Specimens taken (Dog Island)- ---- --------------------- 2 

14. Dromicu,s exigu.u.s. Cope. 
Not seen. Listed by Barbour. This is probably the species that 

is still occasionally seen by the natives. Probabl y occurs on the outly
ing keys as well. 

15. Testudo tabulata. 
Still occurs feral on Lovango Key and Water Island . Ther e is 

excellent authority for including this species which was omitted by 
later writers . To be treated in ap.other paper. 

Specimens taken (Water Island ) - ------ -- - ---- ------ .---- 3 
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A group of three islets lies between St. Thomas and St. John, 
known from east to west as Dog I sland , Little St. James and St. 
Jam.es. 

Dog Island is the smallest, is tree less and absolutely carpeted with 
<iactus, bearing th e finest exhibit of Cactus in.tortus I have ever seen. 
Specimens take n : 

l. Anolis cristateZlUS------------------------------------- 2 
2. Alsophis antillensis-------------- -- ---------- ---------- 2 

Littl e St. James is much larger, has a few thickets and small trees 
and plenty of cactus and thorn s. Specimens taken : 

1. Sp haerodactylus mac-rolepis ----------- - ----- --- ---- --- - 2 
2. Ameiva ezsul------------- -- -- -------- - ---- -- -- ------- 2 
3. Anolis c-ristateZlUS------------------------------------- 3 
4. Anolis pulchellus-------------------------------------- 2 

Northwest of St. John lie two narro w keys, Congo and Lovango, 
parallel and separ ated by a narrow channel. The former is a steep 
mass of diorit e covered with trees and cactus. The latter is eart h 
eover ed, grass grown and practicall y treeless. 

Congo Key : 

1. Sphaerodactylus macrolepis _____________________ _: ______ 6 

2. Anolis cristatell1tS----------------- - - - -------- ----- - --- 1 
3. Anolis stratulUS---- - --------------- - -- -- --- ----------- 3 

Lovango Key : 

1. Ameiva e:tsul-- - --- - ----- -- --- ------ --- ------------- -- 3 
2. Anolis c-ristat ellus-------------- ----------- ---- -------- 4 
3. Anolis pulchellUS--------------------- - ------ -- -- ---- -- 1 

Excellent authority point s to the occurrenc e of Tcst1tclo tabulata 
on Lovango and Alsophis on both keys. 


