THE GENUS ALSOPHIS IN THE PUERTO RICO AREA
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The genus Alsovhis sp lit s into two distinct species in the Puerto
Rico region. The first has seventeen scale rows, at mid -body, and is
known only from P/uerto Rico, Caja de Muertos, Desecheo and Mona
Islands. The second, with nineteen r·ows, is known only from the
Virgin Islands , Culebra and Pinero Islands. Pinero is less than a
half mile from Medio Mundo Island, which in turn is separated only
by a na1'1:owerchannel from Puerto Rico. One ·would expect to find
A. v01·toricensis in stea d of A antillensis so close to the mainland and
so fer f:--om Culebra or Vieques. This · is another anomaly of distribution.
Stejneger and Schmidt lay emphasis on pattern in distinguis.bing
the species of this genus. Schmidt split the Mona from the Puerto
Rican form pr incipall y becanse of pattern. One can pick an almost
typica l form ·of any of these patterns from my series from any island; that is, the patterns overlap-are
not wholly specific. Nevertheless, the patterns shown by Stejneger and Schmidt hold in the
majority of cases from :Mona, but specimellil from Caja de Muertos
average between th e Mona, the Puerto Rico and the Culebra pattE'rnf".
Specimens from Culebra are r eticul ated ab'ove with clear white
bellies; one with a continuous stripe on third, fourth, and filth rows
and with black bordered belly scales. These overlap the pattern. of
A . portoricensis. A\n A. vodoricensis shows hardly any black on the
belly , but with elaborate striping and variegated markings, tb.us at
once bridging all three species. Caja de Muertos specimens show
nearly perf ect patterns of the three species. The Pinero specimens
seemed at first to be slightly aberrant A. poi·toricensis, but they were
A. antillensis.
Nevertheless, my quart bottles full of specimens can be sorted correctly using Stejneger & Schmidt's text figures for a guide. except for
the Caja de Muertos specimens. which are about equally divided between the three patterns.
It seems wise to indorse the division as it
now stands, but A. variegatus is very close indeed to A. pol"toricensis.
A lar ge series from Desecheo Island , whfoh li es between Mona and
Puerto Rico, would be interesting.
Schmidt was hardly warranted in
attributing A . antillensis to Puerto Rico on the strength of two specimens. one having seventeen rows.
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Schmidt (p. 141) states: "The identification of the two specimens
collected by me at Coamo Springs as this species (A.. anlillensis)
removes the element of geographical distinctness from the allied A..
p01·to1'icensis. The male specimen has only seventeen scale rows and
so might be identified with A.. porto,·icensis, were it not that the coloration of both specimens is nearly typical of A.. antillensis." The
species do seem to be geographically distinct. This opinion is based
on eighty-four specimens, all in my collection. It will be n·oted that
in the "table'\ characters considered specific by other writers have
been omitted. A study of my series makes this necessary, as no color
or pattern is wholly specific. Without correct geographical data, it
would be difficult to classify correctly all specimens.
As stated above, Culebra specimens have '' clear white bellies'' in
alcohol. In life the chin and the anterior third or less of the belly
is a bright straw yellow. This eolor was not seen in this species from
other islands.
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Table showing tho specific chnracters
selected by diITerent.writers

I
Chnracters

28 Monn

--- -------

3 Mona

-

Usually
variegated
Monn

---------

No rctkulation,
No black border
to ventrals.
J{ctluees to J5
rows.

38 specimens from Monn studied but
attributed to porloriems/s.
None in U. 1:-.N. M. eollcctiou

Specimens

A. varuuatus

Charnctcrs

'Po,\o
Rioo
4 Caja ,!e
l\Iuertos

I

---------

--

Usually
reticulated.
Porto Rico nud
Cnjn do Mucrtos

Heticttlntcd5 Porto Rico and
Blnek border
Redures
on \ en·
Cnja do Mucrtos
nnd''nntcsoll 13'' trnls to 13 or
1-1nml rarely 15
rows

No distincli,,-o
3S Mona
1 Deseehco
color on 5th
4 Porto Rico
scnle row
(Only3 in U.S.
N.M. collection)

Specimens

A. portoriccnsfa

Seventeen scnlc ro,:s ht midbody

---

35 Culebrn
7 Pinero
2 Dog Islnml

---

Norn•-

5 Culebrn
3 Viequcs
22 St. Thomus
4 Virgin Ids.
(Only7in
u.s.N.M.
collection)

Specimens

17sunllyspecked.
Culcbrn and
Pinero

Row of black
spots on 5th row

Every 2nd or 3rd
scnlo of 5th row
particolored

C!iarncters

A- antillcnsis

.Nineteen rows at mldbody
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