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'l'hP interesting little Island of Oaja de i\Iuertos, Oo'ffin lslancl, 
8 miles off Ponce, Porto Rico, has been nearly ignored by herpe­
tologists. It is not mentioned by Stejneger, 1904, in his "Herpe­
tology of Porto R.ico ", or hy Barbour, 1930, in his "A List of 
Antillean Reptiles and Amphibians". Schmidt, 1928, Vol. X, Part 
], i'Scientific Survey of Porto Rico and the Virgin Islands'' n1en­
tions Anolis cristaticllus, Ameiva- wctmorci and AlRop/11~~ porloricrnsi,; 
as the_,_ only forms kno\,·n from the Island. 

On July 26th, 1931, the joint writers visited the Island and 
secured the follow-ing 5:3 specimens. adding a species to the fan1111, 
bringing thr total to 6 species: 

Anolis c1~1'.sta-tellus. 21; very numerous and apparently not dif­
fering in liabits or form from the mainland specimens. 

AnoUs pulchcllus, 3; not abundant, hut apparently not differ­
ing in form or coloring from the mainland specinl('nS. 

Anwiva, exsuJ, 6; not abundant, seemingly the- dorso-lat0ral 
stripes per:-;ist. longer than in the m.ainland specimens. 

Anu;£m, weimorci l'!cmwrac, 6; not abundant; described in this 
J>aper. 

BvlHH:,·m/wifylus luwnscmli, 17; not rare, differ slightly frorn 
tfo, Vieques and Porto H.iean sp0cimens. 

On Angrn~t. 20, 1931, we received a small collection comprisi1u;· 
Anolis p1tlchcl/11s, :) ; Sphacrodactylu., townscndi, 4; 1'yphlops j.,. 
11UJ,iccmsis sp. '?, 2; .Alsophis pol'lo1·iccnsis, 3; and Phyllodactylus ht­
bcr<mlosus. 1. ad<1inp: :-1 8pt'cie8 to the fauna, bringing: the total to D 
h'J)emes. 

On November 26, 19:31, the senior writc>r again vii:;itc>d Oaja cl,~ 
Muertos and eaptnred 38 specimens: 

Spltaoroclaclylus fo1rn1;c11cli, 
Phyllo<lactyl111; tub('/'ClllOSl/8, 

Anoli.'> pulchclluN. 
A110li.<, niRfatdlu.~. 

5; 
I; 
I; 

11; 

Llmcien 'U'<'fmorri clc1111ont<', 
Amch'a r.Y,rn1, 
1'111iltlops jamaiccnsis, Rp.l, 
Alsophis portoricensis 

14; 
3; 
0, -, 
L 

'fhe .Alsophi.s do not resemble the series of eight . .-1. portoriccnsis 
in the Grant collection, but resemble the series of thirty 11. antillensis 
in the same collection, in color an<1 pattern bnt not in squamation. 

"' 



48 THE J OURNAL OF THE DEP ART ll-lJl:NT OF .AGRICULTURE OF P. R. 

The Typhlop s app ear s to be distinc t. 
Barbour ment ions Phyllo dactylus spafolatus Cope; "Ba rbados 

collected years ago, about 1861, in fact, by Dr. Theodore Gill . I 
have no r ecent information as to it s status". Thi s is the neare st 
record of this genus to the present localit y . The present find adds 
a genus to the Porto Rico fauna and a species to the .Antill es. 

On November 26, 1931, the senior writ er visited Cardona Key, 
a tiny sand-cor al islet bearing a light-hou se, off the harbor of Ponc e. 
Ameiva exS1tl fai rly swarms and Anoliis c1·istatell1ts is numerous. 
Nine Ameiva exsul and three Anolis cristatelZus were taken. Ex51t,l 
exhibit ed a wide rang e of color and pattern, but no turq uoise blue 
tai ls or r ed or salmon und ersides wer e seen. Some specimens had 
light brown unmark ed backs, others had two complete white lines. 
below the dorso-latera l line along the sides, formed by th e coalescenee 
of white dots. Critcntelltts showed no mark ings and a plain oFve 
fan. 

Ameiva wet mor ei eleanorae snb sp. nov. 
There are 135 specimens of A. wetmorei in the Grant collect ion 

from the neighborhood of Cabo Rojo, P. R. Th ere jg littl e varia­
tion in this series. The white stripes are narr ow and there is a 
faint brown stripe between th e mid -dorsal stripe and th e continua -­
tion of the subocular whi te stri pe. 'I'his brown st rip e is the cont i­
nuation of the subocular white str ipe. 

Type No. 2734, Grant Collection, Jul y 26, 1931, Caj a de Muertos­
Isla nd , Port o Rico. Collector s, Roosevelt and Grant. 

Diagnosis : Differs from A. wetmorei in having wider dorso-lateral 
white st ripes. The supraocu lar white str ipes usually stop at the· 
base of neck instead of continuing on to tai l as a brown stripe. 

H abitat: Caja de l\foert os Island , Porto Rico. . 
Proportions and squamation: As in A . wetmorei. 

Color and pattern: The mid dorsal white line turns blue as it ­
passes the sacrum. In the Muertos form this wide blu e stripe in­
clud es an un even, broken central black lin e from near the sacrun1-
In the Porto Rican form if the centra l black lin e occurs at all, it 
is much fur ther down th e tail. The supra ocular white line usually 
stops at the neck in the Muertos form, leaving a jet black space · 
between the middorsal whit e line and the continuation of the sub­
ocular whit e lin e. In th e rare cases where th is line cont inues in 
the Miuertos form, it is mer ely as a faint whit e lin e. In th e Porto ­
Rican form, the sup raocular white lin e turns brown at th e should ers 
and continues onto the tail. In th e Muertos form' the lowest white -
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line which runs from 81'1llpit to groin is as clear cut and distinct 
as those above it. In the Porto Rico form, the lowest white line is 
blurred or wider than the ones above it. The Muertos form has a 
much tidier clear cut pattern with more contrast. 

WIDTH lN SCAT,l~ii OF )lIODOH~.\L Wflt1'E LINE .\T: 

I 

sea pnlnr 1-'-"_"_' b_o_d,_· _, __ ,_nc_,_"_ 

min I mnx I min I max min I max 
.Ll. wctn101·ci elcanol"at' .................. , ..•.............. :l 3 

1

, :: 3% 3H 5 
A. 1oetn1orei ..••..•.•..•••..••..••••••..•. ,, ..•. , ............ 1 __ 2r!j 1~ ~ ~-2}f_· _ '_ 

AVIBRAGES OF nm ABOVE: 

I scapnlnr ; mld!Jody sncral 

--!------
A. u,ctmorei cleanol"ac .. , .. , ........................... ., ... , :!.5 3 •) 4.1 
A. 1oetmorci ..•.. ••.. , • , , , . , •.. , . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.9 2.2 3.3 
di/fe1·tJnce ....•. .•.. , ...•.. ...... .. ... .......•....•.... ........ ,6 1.0 .8 

Remarks: Specimens taken 20. Named in honor of the junior 
writer's Mother, Eleanor Roosevelt. 

The habits of this species are mentioned by the senior writer in 
"Copeia ", July, 1931. 


