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It is hop ed that the reader has seen the paper by the same au-
thor describing five new Sphae,·odactyls and r eestablishing another 
in the Ju ly number of this Journal as this chart is for the rea!}y 
determinat ion of these and th e new species described in this number 
of the Journal. Altog ether there ar e eight species now known from 
this region . 

I find that a key has an objectionab le feature because a decision 
must frequently be made on a matter ·of opinion or definition. A 
r eader unfamiliar with a group may be led astray by a wrong choice 
whil e using a key. In the pr esent chart any specimen may be re-
ferr ed to any of the th irt een columns. There is no necessity for 
sta rting over as is necessary with a key , because if one column leads 
to an impasse with a certa in specim en, the stud ent may ignor e that 
character and run d·own one of the other column s. 

In making an ident ification it is advisabl e first to determine the 
sex of the specimen. It will be not ed that thr ee of the eight species 
have sexua l dichromati sm. Sex determination immediately nar rows 
the field. 

Sex determination is easy in this genu s. Examin e th e belly 
scales with a hand lenz. The male has a chevron shap ed patch of 
noticeably flat or slightly concaved and usually light er c·olored scales 
anteri or to the vent. The branche s of the chev·ron extend onto tho 
hind legs. 'l'he scales of this part of the female arc not different-
iated . See P late XX. Ju ly number of thi s J'ournal. 

Use •of the Chart. Explanation of Terms. 
In Column 6, the " cross" on the head of S . monensis is more or 

less a matter of opinion. I will gladly adopt a more comprehensive 
term. The advantage of the term '' cr·oss'' is that there are various 
types of crosses. There are also vari ous designs on the head of S. 
monensis. 

'' The target'' is an oval occipital spot encircled by an oval ring , 
usually of the same color. 

Columns 7 and 8. The species of this group have a dark line 
or th e vesti ges of one, beginning at th e eye and extending backwards 
for various distance s according to the species. Thi s line is bord ered 

38 



34 'fHE JOURNAi, 01" 'l'IJE DEPAHT)[EX'l' m,~ AGRIC'UL'l'UHE OF P. R. 

above hJ· a lighter line, also extending variously according to the 
xpecies. 

Column D. The "chin" bears a pattern that is quite specific in 
certain forms. By "chin" is meant the area from the mental to a 
line joining the bulbs of the lo"·er jaw. Some might call it the 
''throat''. 

Colunm 10. The "i;capular pattern" is a feature of this genus. 
It is best shmn1 in N. r;randisquam-is._ In this species it usually con-
sists of a hlack hlotch across the shoulders, outlined by white and 
bearing two white clots. 'fhe 1·esemblance to a mask iH striking. 
"Spectaclen is suggested hy Dr. Barbour for the scapular pattern 
when it tends to change from a mask to two little tangent tm·gets. 

Column 11. TPhe "saernl pattern" is second only to the scapu-
lar pattern in this genus. Usually it ii:. most conspicuous at the 
region of the ~acrum, hut is frequently repeated several times along 
the tail. Generally it is formed hy a continuation or reappearance 
of the ocular white line and thc.>-outermo~t dorsal dark line or line 
of dots which is inten8ified at this point. 'tihe form and degree of 
this pattern is specific. 

( 
1olumrn; fl. 12 and 1:3. Keel.s: lt i.s very difficult to determine 

w}rnther or not ('ertain scale:, are keeled in these speeie:,;. It is nec-
essary to lrt the specimen hecome slightly dry anc1 to scan it with 
a hand lenz in a mild light that comes from the side. A bright light 
or a direct light. moisture or too high magnification make the keels 
alm·ost invisible. 

Notes to S1)haeroclactyl Chart. 
1. l·i'aclt•s in aleo.ho1. 
2. 'l'he Unlchra form ·only is covered in this chart. The form 

from Vict11ws is coYet·ed by the.sc notes where it differs from the 
Culebra form arnl iN referred to by the ktter 11 V' 1

• The Culehra 
form is re fened to b~· the letter '· C' 1

• 

3. Ii.-cd head. The U has a plain red head aboYe in 22 per cent 
of the males. with no internwdiate forms with the 8peekle head males. 
The Y has a larger pe-r cent of reel head males and the red con-
tinne8 underneath the head as red or orange. Some have a dark 
'occipital spot on the red head and some have spotted or marbled 
chins, "·hereas C ilIYariably has a ,Yhite chin and no occipital spot. 

4. Brown. '!1he V is mnch darker brown than C. 
5. V malp:;, not the red heach;, have rf'gular •·target'' or mottled 

head. 
6. Sec Note 3. 
7. In V this line is much darker, nearly black. 
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8. V males have the dark eye lin e a light brown in stead of 
"blac k ':. 

9. White in V 
10. In V, gray or black and white speckled or str ip ed. 
11. In V, oran ge or white or gra y or mottled : 'l'h e orange fades 

m alcohol. 
12. In V. reduc ed or want ing . 
13. In V, usual. 
14. In V, same patt ern, but repeate d severa l times onto tai l. 


