
NEW OR LITTLE-I(NOWN SPECIES OF WEST INDIAN 
"TIPULIDAE" (DIPTTRA) L. I. 

BY CHARLES P. ALEXANDER 

Massachu set ts State College, Amherst, Massachusetts 

A few interesting new species of crane-flies have been in 
cluded in var ious lots of specimens sent to me for identification; 
The following sources are inclu ded: Puerto Rico, through Dr. 
William A. Hoffman; Cuba, through Professor Stephen C. 
Bruner and Mr. A. R. Otero; and the Bahamas , through Dr. 
John G. Myers. Through the friendly interest of the above 
mentioned entomologists , I have been privileged to retain the 
types of the species in my private collect ion of these flies. 

Shannonornyia hoffmani sp . n. 

General coloration gray, the prae scutum an d. scutum dark 
brown; pleura brownish black, spa r sely pruinose; wings cream 
yellow, spar sely var iegated by dark brown area s ; cell R3 sma ll, 
vein R2+3 being ionger than R2+3+4; cell 1st M2 elong at e, 
closed; abdomen black. 

Male.- Length abo ut 5.3 - 5.5 mm.; wing 5 - 5.2 mm . 

Rostrum anc:1. pal pi dark brown . Antennae short; scape, 
pedicel and basal one or two flagellar segments light yellow, 
the remaining segments brown ish black; verticil s exceed ing the 
segments in lengti1. Head gray, the front and anterior vertex 
clearer and lighter gray. 

Pronotum anrl latera l pretergites clear gray, the latter ex
tend ing to the wing -root . Mesonota l praescutum and scutum a l
most uniformly cll'lrk brown, the media n area of the former 
dark er , the lateral port ions more pr uinose ; scutellum uniform ly 
blackened, sp ars ely pruinos e; mediotergite gray pruino se. Pleu
ra brownish bla~k, sparsely pruino se. Halterc s chi efly pale. 
Legs with t he coxae browni sh t estac eous ; trochantern obscure 
yellow; fem.ora obscure brownish yellow, th e t ip s weak ly dark 
ened; tib ia e browr.., the t ip s narrowly mor e darkened ; tars i 
black. Wing s (Fig. 1) with th e gr ound-color cream-yellow, 
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sparsely variegated by dark brown areas , including spots at 
arculus; a vir tua lly common area at origin of Rs, Sc2 and tip of 
Scl; series of spots along cord and outer end of cell 1st M2; 
small marginal darkenings at tips of all longitudinal veins ex
cepting R5, the largest at 2nd A; veins yellow, darker in the 

. infuscated areas. No macrotrichia on Rs or its anterior branch; 
R5 with abundant trichia over its entire length. Venation: Sc 
short, Scl ending about opposite one-third to one-fourth length 
Qf Rs, Sc2 about mid-distance between Rs and the tip of Scl; 
R2 about one -hal f shorter than R2 + 3+4; R2+3 longer than 
R2+3+4; cell 1st M2 elongate, closed; m-cu close to fork of M. 

Abdomen black, the hypopygium a trifle paler. 

Habitat.- Puerto Rico. 

Holotype, male, Luquillo National Forest , at light, S€ptem 
ber 8, 1935 (W. A. Hoffman). Paratopotype, male. 

Associated A,t light with Shannonomyia leonarcli Alex. and 
Erioptera (Mesocyphona) P.Ortoricensis Alex. 

I take great pleasure in naming this distinct crane-fly in 
honor of my long-time friend, Dr. William A. Hoffman. The 
only close ally in the West Indian fauna is Shannonomyia leo
narcli, likewi se from the Luquillo National Forest. The latter is 
readily told by the uniform pale yellow coloration of the thorax, 
together with the brownish yellow abdomen. By my key to the 
Puerto Rican species of the genus (Journ. Dept. Agr. Puerto 
Rico, 26: 368; 1932), the spec ies runs directly to leonardi. 

Teucholabis (Teucholabis) oteroi sp . n. 

General coloration yellow, variegated with black; lat era l 
praescutal stripes bent laterad to margin; knobs of halteres in
fuscated; femora yellow, each with a sing le, narrow, pale brown 
ring imm ediate ly before midlength; tibiae uniformly yellow; 
wings whitish subhya line, with three pale brown fasciae, the last 
being the narrow wing-tip; cell 1st M2 closed; abdomen yellow, 
the basal/tergite black, the outer segments restrictedly variegat
ed by brown / areas; the basal areas; male hypopygium with the 
margin of the basistyle produced into a thin, slight ly blackened 
plate or flange; basistyle not produced at apex. 

Male.- Length about 8.5 - 9 mm.; wing 7 - 7.5 mm. 
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Rostrum, brown, obscure yellow above, slightly shorter than 
the remainder of head; palpi black. Antenna! flagellum black, the 
scape yellow ; pedicel brownish yellow; flagellar segments oval, 
with conspicuous verticils. Front and anterior vertex black
ened, the posterior vertex and occiput yellow, the latter with an 
inconspicuous darkened triangl e. 

Pronotum obscure yellow, darker anter iorl y above . Meso
notal praescutum yellow, with three black stripes, the median 
one paling to brown on anterior end, its posterior portion ending 
abruptly some distance before the suture, leaving a consp icu ous 
yellow area behind it; lateral stripes with anterior ends cont
inued outward to margin of sclerite, isolating a yellow area be
tween them and the suture; median area of scutum pale yellow, 
the lobes extens ively darken ed; scutellum weak ly darkened; me
diotergite obscure brownish yellow. Pleura cliiefly darkened, 
heavily light gray pruinose. Halteres with the stem yellow, the 
knob infuscated . Legs with the coxae and trochanters obscure 
yellow; femora y·~llow, unmarked except for a single, narrow, 
pale brown ring just before midlength of the segment; tibiae and 
basitar si yellow, the outer tarsal segments black. Wings (Fig. 1. 
2) wh iti sh subhya line, with three p~Je brown fasciae, the first 
lying before level of origin of Rs, extending from vein R to the 
posterior margin; second band chiefly beyond level of cord, ex
tending .from the darker brown stigma to the posterior margin , 
including all of cell 1st M2; thi rd band including the narrow 
wing -tip; veins ydlow, the costal field more brightly so; veins 
darkened where t1·a.versing brown areas. Venation: Sc1 ending 
opposite midlength of Rs, the latter moder ate ly arcuated; R2+ 
3+4 a littl e shorter than the slightly oblique R2; branches of 
Rs lying approximately parallel to one an oth er to mar gin, cell 
R2 being nearly three times as extensive at border as is cell R4; 
cell 1st M2 closed.; m-cit shor tly beyond fork of M. 

First abdominal tergite black; outer segments yellow, very 
vaguely and restrictedly marked with darker, m8re extensively 
so on the stern ih ,s; hyp opygiu m pale. Male hypopygium with 
the mesal edge of ba sistyle thin and weak ly blackened, spine of 
ba sis tyl e long , slender, gently curved, the basal half pal e and 
dilated; basisty le not or scarcely produced caudad at outer end . 
Outer disti sty le a gently curved rod that terminates in a simpl e 
spinous point . 
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Habi ta t .- Cuba (Pin ar del Rio). 
Holot ype, m ale, Las Anim as, Sierra R ange l, altitude 1,500 

:feet, Sept £mber 4, 1934 (S. C. Bruner and A. R. Otero). Paratop
otype, ma le. 

I take great pleasure in dedicating thi s in terest ing species 
t o Mr. A. R. Otero, to wh om I am indebted for seve ral inter est 
ing species of Cuban TiP,ulidae. The species is very di ffere nt 
from the re maining regional sp€cies of the gen us in th e diag
nostic feat ur es listed. The nearest ally is the Jamaican Teucho
labis (T eucholabis) gowcleyi Alexander, which differs con spi
cuously in the open cell M2 of the wings, the leg-pa ttern, an d 
the structu re of tl.e male hypopygium. 

Teucholabis (Teucholabis) portoricana sp. n. 

, Clos ely allied to T. (T.) myers-£ Alexander , of Cuba and 
southern Florida ( J ourn, N . Y. Ent. Soc., 34: 228 - 229; 1926), 
differ in g chiefly in the structure of the male hypopygium. 

Male.- Length about 5 mm.; wing 5.5 mm. 

Female.- Length about 5 mm.; wing 5 mm . 

Male hypopygium with the apical spine of bas istyle a 
straight pale rod, terminating in a short acute spine tha t lies in 
the same axis as the remainder of the rod. Outer dististyle pa le 
throughout , slender, the spine on mesal margin sma ll, suberect . 
Inne r dististyle with the outer emarginat ion shallow and much 
shorter than the basal one, the denticle separating them low 
and obtuse. Aedeagus with the apical point straight, pale 
thro ugh out . 

The male hypop yg ium of myersi has the apical spine of 
the basistyle large and conspicuous, the basal half di lated, the 
distal half abruptly narrowed into a long einuous spin e. Outer 
dististy le darkened throughout, the spine ori mesal margin acute, 
subappre ssed. Outer dististyle elongate , the two emarg inati on s 
subequal in size or the outer a trifle more exttsnsive, the me
dian denticle acute . Aedeagus with the apic a l point curved, 
blackened. 

Habitat .- Puerto Rico. 

Holot ype, male, El Semill e, Villalba, altitude 1,600 feet, at 
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lighat, January 26, 1935 (W. A. Hoffman). Allot yp e, femal e, 
Paratopotype, sex? 

Th e wing -venation is shown in Figure 3. 

Toxorhina (1'oxorhina) distalis sp. n. 

General color at ion gray, the pr2.escutum with three brown 
str ipes ; femora brownish yellow , the tips weakly darkened; 
tib iae brown ish yellow , the tips narrow ly brownish black; 
wings with macro trichia of veins very sparse; Rs unu suall y 
long , exceed ing in length vein R5 , due to the position of r-m 
close to out er end 0f the long cell 1st M2; m-cu about two- third s· 
its length beyond the fork of M. 

Femal e.- Length, excludin g rostrum, 8 mm.; wing 5.5 
mm. 

Rostrum br oken beyond the base, which is dark brown. 
Antennae with . basal segments dark b11ow11; outer flagellwr 
segments broken. Head gray . 

Cervica l region dark bro wn . Mesonotum light gray, the 
pra escutum with three brown stripes, the latera ls somewhat 
less distinct; posterior interspaces weakly infu scated; centers 
of scut al lobes darkene d ; scutellum and mediotergite clear light 
gra y. Pleura and ext r eme lateral margin of praescutum light 
gray, the ventral ste rn opleuri te somewhat darkened. Ha lt eres 
pale. Legs with the coxae weakly infuscated; trochant ers yel
lowish te staceou s ; fempra browni sh yellow, the tip s weakly 
aa rk ened ; tibiae obscure brownish black; tars i brown. Wings 
(Fig . 4) with a gray ish tinge , the pearcular region light yellow; 
veins brow n. Macrotrichia of veins very sparse, in type wit h 
a single trichium near outer fourth of Rs; four or five scatter
ed along R5; an equal number near outer end of cell 1st M2 
Venation: Rs un usually long , exceeding R5, due to the position 
of r-m far di st ad, close to outer end of cell 1st M2; cell 1st M2 
pre sent , elonga te , exceeding cell 2nd M2; 't -m ly!ng immedia t e
ly before m; m-cu about two-third s it s lengt h beyond the fork 
of M. 

Abdomin al te r gites brown, the caudal and lateral borders. 
together with a more or less distinct crossband at midlength 
of the segments restricted!y dark er. 
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Habita t .- Bahama s. 

Holotype, female, New Providence, May 1932 (J. G. Myers) ; 
Colector 's No. 2557. 

Toxorhina (T oxorhina ) distalis is very dif fe rent from · all 

other regional species in the distal position of crossveins r -m 

and m-cu, toget her wit h the unu sua lly long cell 1st M2. 

Exp lanation of figures. 

1- Shannonnomyia hoffmani sp . n.; venation . 

2-Teucholabis (T eucholobis) oteroi sp. n.; venat ion. 
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3-Teucholabis (T eucholobis ) portoricana sp. n.; venation . 

4_,_Toxorhina (To xor hi na ) distalis sp. n.; venation . 


