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NEW ' SPECIES OF SCARABAEIDAE (COLEOPTERA) FROM 

PUERTO RICO AND THE VIRGIN IS LANDS 

By EDWARD A. CHAPIN , 

Curator, Division of In sects, U . S. Nationa l Museum.( 1 ) 

As it will probab ly be some considerable time before a projected 
revision 0£ the Puerto Rican and Vir gin Island species 0£ Scara 
baeidae can appear, it seems desirable to estab lish names for certa in 
newi species which have come to my attentio n . I am ind ebted to 
Dr. Stuart T. Danforth, Mr. R. G. Oakley and to the .American 
Museum 0£ Natural History £or the gift or loan 0£ the mater ial 
descr ibed below. 

Canth ochilum hispidum, n ew species 

Piceou s, legs dark castaneous, antennae and mouth parts pale r . Enti r e dorsal 
surface set wi th very short, capitate hairs, most densely placed on pronotum 
and along the elytrn l striae . Head nearly smooth, minutely pun cture d except for 
two oval patches of coarser punctures on the vertex, one patch on eithe r side 
of the slightly elevated median line. Eyes large, transverse diameter of eye 
equal to one-fifth distance between eyes . Clypeus quadridentate with middle pair 
of te·eth acute and slightly recurved, genal angles also slightly prominent, each 
tooth or promi nence with a tuft of setae above and below. Pronotum tra nsverse, 
almo st twice as wide as long, ba1:1al margin very broadly curved, sides para llel 
to apica l fifth where they turn suddenly t oward the median line, anterior angles 
distinct, posterior angle s wanting, und erside deeply excavate d in anteri or thir d 
for reception of anterior femora, excavation boundecl by a strong carina. Surface 
st rongly shagreened, densely and moderate ly coarsely punctured. Elytra more 
shining, less convex than pronotum, very finely striat e, seventh stria bounded 
almost to apex by the strong lateral carina which is broadly interrupted ju st 
before its extrem ity, third interspace with a st rong, blunt , subapical spine . 
Eight striae composed of large punct ures and located on the inflexed portio n 
along a second ca.rina. Und er surface smooth, without setae, sternites crowded 
a.long median line, pygid ium subtria.ngular, margin strongly beaded. Anterior 
femora st rong, not ala.te, middle femora small and slender, tarsi of anterior legs 
feeble, strongly compressed, those of other legs well developed, not noticeably 
compressed, heavily clothed with pa.le pubescence. Claws minute . 

Male : Pronotum st rongly gibbous, anterior tibia slender, somewhat bent 
and enlarged in apical fourt h, wit h three latera l teeth, of which the basal is a 
little re mote from the others and with a single ventral tooth near ins er tion of 
tarsus; posterior femora broadly e2..-panded in middle port ion. 

(') Published with permiss ion of the Secretary cf the Smithson ian I ns titu tion . 
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Female : P ronotum moderately convex, anterior tibia moderately b1·oad, with 
three lateral te eth situatecl in the apica l third but without a ventra l toot h. 

Length : 5. 5- 6.2 mm. 
Ty pe locality : Villalba, Pu erto Rico. 
Type and twelve pai·atypes : U. S. Nat. Mus. Cat. No. 51079. 
Mat erial excvrnined: Eight mal es and five females from the I n-

sular Governm ent Fi nca at Villa lba, collected Sept. 7, 1934 by Mr . 
R. G. Oakley. 

Because of the vestitu r e of capitate ha irs, all specimens seen of 
this species have been almost completely covered with a layer of dirt, 
most difficult to remov e. 

Canthochilum andyi, new species 

Pi ceous to deep black, ante ri or margin of head and legs castaneous, antennae 
and mouth parts paler. Resembles C. histeroides Harold but larger and with 
more strong ly punctured elytra l striae . Head almost smooth, most finely sha
greened and with a patch of minute punctures on vertex between eyes. Clypeus 
quadridentate, the middle teeth more slende r than the lateral, almost equidistant ly 
spaced, genal angles slightly prominent, each tooth or prominence with hair tufts 
above and below. Eyes large, nearly divided by canthus. Pronotum transve rse, 
visibly shagreened only at sides, not visibly punctured except uncler high magnifi 
cation; basal margin very broadly rom1ded, sides parallel to apical fourth, thence 
sha rply convergent to the obtuse anterior angles. Under side excavated in ante-

• rior third fo r reception of femora, excavation bounded posterio rly by carin a. 
Elytra distinctly shag reened, striae well defined and moderately coarsely punc
tured, the punctures larger to,rnrd apical extremity . Seventh stria bounded by 
lateral carina which ends near apical fourth . Eig ht stria on inflexed portion and 
bounded by a carina which reaches almost to ext reme apex of suture . Under 
parts and pygidium as in preceding species. Anterio r femora thickened, anterior 
tibiae coarsely denticulate in addition to the usual three teeth . 

Male : Pron otum somewhat gibbous, posterior femora broadly expanded in 
middl e porti on, anterior tibiae rather slender, the teeth moderately long and 
acute in f resh specimens , middle tibiae somewhat, posterior tibiae strong ly, a t·
cua te and gr adually widened to apices. 

Female : Pronotum not more convex than is usual, posterior femora not 
expanded, anterior t ibia moderately broad, middle and posterior tibiae feeb ly 
arcuatc and gradually widened to apices . 

Length : 5 - 5.5 mm. 
Type locality : Matrullas, Puerto Rico. 
Ty pe and fifteen par'atypes : U. S. Nat. Mus. Cat. No. 51080. 
Material examined : F our males and twelve females from the In-

sular Govern ment Fi nca at Matrullas Dam, near Orocovis, collected 
October 8, 1934 by Mr. R. G. Oakley. 
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Cyclocephala danforthi , new species 

Similar to Cyclocepha la vvncentiae Arrow in size and form. Testaceous, 
vertex piceous . Lower portion of frons and upper portion of clypeus moderately 
strongly and confluently pun ctured, lower portion of clype us shining, clypea l 
marg in fe ebly reflex ed lat erally, stron gly so at the broadly rounded an t eri or 
margin . Anteual club of male very large, one third lon ger than distance be-

. tween eyes. Pron otum with lat eral margins subangulate at middle, sparsely, 
and ra the r finely punctured . Scutellum very finely pun ctured at sides. Elytra 
with faintly indicated rows of punct ur es, the inter space11 ra ther coar sely and 
sparsely punc tm ed. Underpar ts slightly dn rker in color than upper , metas
te rn um finely and closely punctured except at middl e and on eith er side adjacen t 
to hind coxae. Pygidium closely an d finely granulate . Anterior t ibiae tr identate, 
anterior tars us of male short and sto ut, th e third to fifth segments with striated 
areas on inner faces, fifth segment st r ongly inflated. Claws of anterior t arsus 
very dissimi lar in size , the lai·ger broad and bifurcated in api cal fourth, the 
rami diss imilar and widely .divergent. 

Length: 11 mm. 
Typ e locality: Great Bay, St. Mart in, Virgin Islands. 
Ty pe : U. S. Nat . Mus. Oat. No. 51081; para ty pe in collection 

of Dr. S. T. Danforth. 
Mat erial exaniined: Two males from the above-mentioned locality 

colected Dec. 23, 1927, by Dr . S. T. Danfo rth . 

Epiphileurus puertoricensis, new species 

Near E1:>iphileuru.s cribratu.s Chevrolat but larger ,Yith 1ess coarse ly pu nctured 
p ronotum a nd with qui te different aedeagus. Head spa rsely set wit h ill defined 
punctures, frons of male with a deep, circular pit which is puncture-free, of 
female slightly cone.ave wit h a few coai·se punctures . Apex of clyp eus acute and 
reflexed, horn s over t he ante nna! i.J1serti on short, stout an cl obtuse. Pro not um 
with an ill -defined median groove whi ch bears a few medium-s ized ocellate punc

ttn es, rest of surface spa r sely pu nct ured, the punctme s coarse on disc eit her 
side of median groove and very fine along the lateral and ba sal ma1·gin. An terior 
angles acute and produ ced, posterior angles roun ded. Ely tr a "ith 1·ows of ocellate 
punct ures, the rows somewhat pa ired, so th at the sut ural , second, fourth and six th 
interspaces are more elevated than the fir st, thfr d and fif th. La teral portions of 
unde r side with large, ocellate punctures . Pygidi um coarsely and r at her sparsely 
pun ct ur ed, st rongly convex in male, less so in female . Anter ior tibia tr identate , 
t he t eeth slende r and acute . Ant er ior ta rsi simi lar in the sexes. 

Lengt h : 15 - 16 mm. 
Typ e locality: Villalba , Pu erto Rico ; also from Barranqu itas , 

P.R. 
Typ e and nine paraty ves : U. S. Nat. Mus. Oat. No. 51082. 
Material exarnined : One male from the Insular Government, 

l!1 inca, Villalba , collected Oct . 26, 1933, by Mr . R. G. Oakley; seven 
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mal es and one female from same locality, Ju ne 29, 1934, Oakley; 
one male and thre e females from Barra nqui tas, collected Dec. 1930 
by Mr. R. Colon and received for study from Dr. S. T. Danforth 
and American Museum of Natural Histo ry. Two paratypes, male 
and female, returned to Dr. Danforth, one female paratype r eturne d 
to the Amer ican Museum. 

Phyllophaga yunqueana, new species 

Large , subdepressed, color yellow brown with head, pronotum and elytra rich 
reddish castaneous wit h a dense bluish-white bloom conspicuous only in certai n 
lights . Legs pale with t ibiae and tarsi slightly darker. Head moderately co
arsely, evenly but sparsely punctured, clypeo-fronta l suture deep, clypeus slightly 
tumid, a little more sparsely punctured than frons, margin gradually reflexed, 
median indentation br oad and shallow. Antenna nine -segmented, club shorter than 
stem. Pronotum with sides subangulate at middle, anterior angle s not at all 
producecl, basal angles rounded, lateral marginal bead bro ken at intervals, a 
long hai1· ari sing from each break. Elyt ra with sutural margin slightl y tumid , 
apices of sutlll'e minutely mucronate, discal costae obsolete, punctures similar 
in size to, but more densely placed than those on · pr onotum. Epipleura very 
narrow except at base. Pygidium st rong ly convex in male, coarsely and sub 
confluently puncture d. Underparts rath er densely and :finely punctured at sides, 
sparsely so at middle. Anterior t ibia strong ly tri dentate in both sexes, the up
per tooth somewha t remote from middle. Tarsi moderately long, posterior tibi a 
slender, hardly expanded at apex, calcaria slende r, the longer noti ceably longer 
than the first tarsal segment. Claws strongly curved, t he median tooth strong. 

Length : 23 mm. 
Type locality: El Yunque Mt., Luquillo Range, P uerto Rico. 
Ty pe : U. S. Nat. Mus. Cat . No. 51083. Paratype in America n 

Museum of Natura .I His t ory. 
Mate1·ial examiined: A male collected Fe bruary 1900 by Hr. 

Leonhard Stejneger; a female collected Oct . 4, 1919, in the collec
tion of the American Museum of Natur al H istory. 

Phyllophaga discalis, n ew species 
Below med ium size, yello,Yish to readish brown, elytra and flanks of pro

notum redais h brown, head and disc of pro notum deep cas taneous. Heacl "·ith 
fr ons coa rsely and conflu ently punctured, with a deeply impressed media n 
line, clypeo-frontal sutu r e deep, clype us with pun ctu res similar to those on 
fr ons, margin narrowly reflexed, median indentation broad, sha llow and not 
ang ulate. Ant enna e nine- seg mented, club shorter th an stem . Pronotum not · 
ab ly transverse an d conYex, sides subangulate a t middle , ant er ior angles obtuse, 
not produced, basa l angles rounded, lateral margina l bead brok en in a few 
places and with long hafrs at break s. Elytra with sutura l margi n slig htl y 
tumid, apices of sutural bead minutely mucronate, discal costac absent, r ather 
more finely anc1 densel y punctmed th an pronotu m. Epipleura very narrow. 
Pygidimn only slig htly convex in male, sparsely and not coarsely punctured . 
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Und er parts finely and densely punctured at sides, very sparsely so at middle . 
Anterior tibi a tridentate in both sexes, the basal tooth a little remote from 
middle. Posterior tibia slender, not greatly expanded apically. Calcaria of 
posterior tibia narrow, the longer half again as long as the first tarsal seg· 
ment. Tarsi moderately long, claws not strongly curved, tooth stout , situate d 
a little beyond middle . 

Length : 13 - 15 mm. 
Type locality: Yauco, Puerto Rico. 
Typ e and paratypes: U. S. Nat . Mus. Cat. No. 51084. 
Mate1-ial examined: A male from Natalie Finca, in the mountains 

nor th of Yauco, Aug . 9, 1934, collected in the ground by Mr. R. G. 
Oakley; one male and one female from Afiasco, P. R., Oct. 16, 1930, 
by Mr. J. A. Zalduondo. 

The aedeagus of this species departs radically from the usual 
type found among the West Indian species. It is elongate tubular, 
with the apical ma,rgin somewhat modified and bears a striking r e
semblance to the type commonly found among the species of the 
Philippines. I have checked the specimens against our entire 
Asiatic series w;ithout success. The similarity may be due to con
vergent evolut ion or it may be that at some t ime Asiatic cane has 
been introduced into the island. 
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