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and J. A. Rosario-Herndndez?

INTRODUCTION

The washing operation in the preparation of parchment coffee is very
important due to its influence on the economic aspects (quality and price)
of the final product.

Coffee harvested in plastic nets is associated with large amounts of
extraneous matter. Leaves constitute the bulk of the material collected
and most of these are removed by means of a blower.? The remaining ma-
terial consisting mostly of coffee beans and a large amount of twigs with
attached berries, together with lesser amounts of decayed leaves, dirt,
seeds and other types of decomposed organic matter, is fed into a horizontal
washing machine* which pulps the coffee berries and washes the parchment
coffee to a commercially acceptable level. The drawbacks in this washing
operation are the large number of small twigs mixed with the washed
parchment coffee that remain and the large amount of hulled coffee pro-
duced.

The results of a study conducted for the purpose of determining how
best to eliminate the twigs and reduce the cxeessive coffee hulling in the
washed coffee are presented herein.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
THE WASHING MACHINE

The washing unit (fig. 1) consists of a holding bin, a feeding hopper, a
serubbing or washing eylinder, and a shaker sereen. The holding bin can
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