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JENNIFER LISA VEST (drvest@earthlink.net) is an Assistant 
Professor of philosophy at the University of Central Florida 
in Orlando, and has taught at the University of the West 
Indies in Jamaica and Barbados. Her research areas include 
African, Native American and feminist philosophy and 
she is currently working on a book of essays entitled “The 
New Dialogic” as well as a manuscript on Academic Native 
American philosophy. Prior to completing her Ph.D. in Afri-
can and Native American philosophy, Dr. Vest did research 
on African religious retentions in the Caribbean as part of 
a master’s thesis at Howard University.

CARLOS ROJAS OSORIO (rojasosorio2002@yahoo.com) es 
catedrático de Humanidades y Filosofía en la Universidad 
de Puerto Rico en Humacao. Ha publicado El problema de 
la causalidad en la epistemología de Mario Bunge; Hostos: 
apreciación filosófica; Filosofía moderna en el Caribe his-
pano; Pensamiento filosófico puertorriqueño; Foucault y el 
pensamiento contemporáneo; El asombro del pensar; Del ser 
al devenir; y con el Dr. Antonio Mansilla, Bibliografía de la 
filosofía en Puerto Rico. Rojas Osorio ha sido distinguido 
con la Cátedra de Honor Eugenio María de Hostos y con 
un reconocimiento especial de la Asociación Caribeña de 
Filosofía por el alcance y la calidad de su trabajo. Fue direc-
tor del Departamento de Humanidades en la Universidad de 
Puerto Rico en Humacao; director del Instituto de Estudios 
Hostosianos y director de la revista Exégesis.

ENRIQUE D. DUSSEL (dussamb@servidor.unam.mx) teaches 
philosophy at the Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana, 
Iztapalapa, and the Universidad Autónoma de México in 
Mexico City. He is one of the founders of the philosophy 
of liberation in Argentina. In exile in México for more 
than thirty years he has published an impressive amount of 
articles and books such as Philosophy of Liberation (trans. 
1985), The Invention of the Americas: Eclipse of the “Other” 
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and the Myth of Modernity (trans. 1995), and The Underside 
of Modernity: Apel, Ricoeur, Rorty, Taylor, and the Philosophy 
of Liberation (trans. 1996). He has also published a three 
volumes commentary to the four drafts of Marx’s Capital 
(1985-1990), and an encyclopedic work on ethical philosophy 
entitled, Ética de la liberación en la edad de la globalización y 
la exclusión (1998), among many other books. He is currently 
working on a three volumes work on political philosophy 
from a liberation philosophy perspective.

BRINDA J. MEHTA (mehta@mills.edu) is Professor of French 
and Francophone Studies at Mills Collage in Oakland, 
California where she teaches classes on postcolonial African 
and Caribbean literatures, Francophone cultures, feminist 
theory and cultural studies theory. She is the author of three 
books, Corps infirme, corps infame: la femme dans le roman 
balzacien; Diasporic (Dis)Locations: Indo-Caribbean Women 
Writers Negotiate the Kala Pani; Rituals of Memory in Contem-
porary Arab Women’s Writing (forthcoming 2007); a co-edited 
volume of the C.L.R. James Journal on Indo-Caribbean/Afro-
Caribbean Intelectual Thought; and numerous articles on 
postcolonial literature that have appeared in journals such 
as South Atlantic Quarterly, Callaloo, Meridians, The French 
Review, Journal of Caribbean Literature, among others. She 
is currently completing her fourth book, Framing Diaspora in 
Francophone Caribbean Women’s Writing: Dougla Textuality, 
the Violence of Memory and Expanded Creolizations.

NELSON MALDONADO-TORRES (nmt@berkeley.edu), Ph.D. 
Brown University, is Assistant Professor of Comparative 
Ethnic Studies in the Department of Ethnic Studies at the 
University of California, Berkeley and former Postdoctoral 
Fellow in the Center for Global Studies and the Humani-
ties at Duke University. He works on theories and philoso-
phies that address problems and questions related to the 
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 intersection of knowledge, ethics and politics on the one 
hand, and race, gender, nation, and empire on the other, 
particularly in connection with critical theory, phenomenol-
ogy, postcolonial studies, and modern religious thought. 
He has published several articles and is working on two 
book-length projects: Against War: Views from the Underside 
of Modernity (under contract with Duke University Press), 
and Fanonian Meditations. He is also the guest editor of this 
issue of Caribbean Studies on Caribbean philosophy, as well 
as the coordinator of a web dossier entitled Post-Continen-
tal Philosophy, forthcoming in the web journal  Worlds and 
Knowledges Otherwise. In 2005, he co-edited with Ramón 
Grosfoguel and José David Saldívar the book Latin@s in the 
World System: Decolonization Struggles in the 21st U.S. Empire 
(Paradigm Press).

CLEVIS R. HEADLEY (headley@fau.edu) is currently an Associ-
ate Professor of philosophy and the Director of Ethnic Stud-
ies at Florida Atlantic University. He also serves as the Vice 
President of the Caribbean Philosophical Association. In 
addition to working in the areas of political philosophy and 
the philosophy of language, Professor Headley continues to 
work on various themes and issues within Africana philoso-
phy and, more specifically, Afro-Caribbean thought.

NEIL ROBERTS (neil_roberts@hotmail.com) is a Ph.D. Candi-
date in Political Science at the University of Chicago, and 
he is presently Visiting faculty in the Center for Africana 
Studies and Department of Political Science at Johns Hop-
kins University. A member of the Caribbean Philosophical 
Association Board of Directors, Roberts is the recipient of 
fellowships from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and 
the Social Science Research Council. Among his published 
and forthcoming works include articles and book chapters in 
Clamor magazine, The C.L.R. James Journal, Daily Observer 
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(Jamaica), The Journal of Haitian Studies, Philosophia Afri-
cana, Sartre Studies International, and a critical reader on the 
thought of Sylvia Winter.

SIBYLLE FISCHER (sibylle.fischer@nyu.edu), Ph.D. Columbia 
University, is Associate Professor of Spanish & Portuguese 
and Comparative Literature at New York University. Be-
fore NYU, she taught in the Literature Program and the 
Department of Romance Studies at Duke. Her Modernity 
Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of 
Revolution (Duke University Press, 2004) has received the 
Frantz Fanon Award (Caribbean Philosophical Association), 
the Singer Kovacs Award (Modern Language Association), 
and the Bryce Wood Award (Latin American Studies Asso-
ciation). She is also the editor of a new translation of Cirilo 
Villaverde’s Cecilia Valdés (Oxford University Press, 2005). 
She is currently working on a new book tentatively entitled 
“The Political Subject”, which studies the formation of col-
lective identities and the articulations of political agency in 
the Caribbean.

MARINA PAOLA BANCHETTI-ROBINO (banchett@fau.edu) is As-
sociate Professor and Chair of the Philosophy Department 
of Florida Atlantic University. Her areas of research are 
philosophy of science, philosophy of language, philosophy 
of mind, and phenomenology. She has published in Synthese, 
Husserl Studies, Idealistic Studies, Philosophy East & West, and 
The Review of Metaphysics. She co-edited Philosophies of the 
Environment and Technology (Stamford, Conn.: JAI Press, 
1999) and is currently co-editing with Clevis Headley, Shift-
ing the Geography of Reason: Gender, Science, and Religion, 
forthcoming with Cambridge Scholars Press.

ALEJANDRO DE OTO (ajedeoto@infovia.com.ar) enseña histo-
ria de la historiografía e historia contemporánea, con énfasis 
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en los procesos teóricos y políticos de la poscolonialidad, en 
la Universidad Nacional de la Patagonia S.J.B., Argentina. 
Obtuvo su doctorado en el Centro de Estudios de Asia y 
África de El Colegio de México, ha sido Research Fellow en 
Brown University y participado del African Series Seminar 
de University of Cape Town como conferencista, entre otras 
actividades. Ha publicado numerosos artículos de crítica 
poscolonial, literatura de viaje y ensayos culturales. Es autor 
de tres libros, El viaje de la escritura. Richard Francis Burton 
y el este de África, Representaciones inestables y Frantz Fanon: 
Política y poética del sujeto poscolonial.

CECILIO COLÓN GUZMÁN (ceciarte@care2.com) nació en Ba-
rranquitas, Puerto Rico. Obtuvo su Bachillerato en Bellas 
Artes de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, Recinto de Río 
Piedras. A partir de 1978 ha expuesto su obra, tanto indi-
vidual como colectivamente, en museos, galerías y salas de 
exposición en Puerto Rico y el exterior. Sus pinturas y dibu-
jos forman parte de colecciones privadas y de instituciones 
tales como el Museo de Historia, Antropología y Arte de la 
Universidad de Puerto Rico, el Museo de Arte Contempo-
ráneo de Puerto Rico y el Ateneo Puertorriqueño.


