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Davip BARKER <david.barker@uwimona.edu.jm> is Professor of
the Department of Geography and Geology at the University of the West
Indies, Mona, Jamaica. He is co-founder and editor of the journal Carib-
bean Geography. He has published widely on the Caribbean, including
books for the tertiary and secondary educational levels. His research
interests include global change, climate change adaptation and rural
sustainable livelihoods, small-scale agriculture and indigenous farming
knowledge, food security, traditional resource management and environ-
mental degradation in the Caribbean. He is on the Editorial Committee
of, and a regular contributor to, CaribXplorer.

A. ANTHONY CHEN <achen@flowja.com> is Professor Emeritus
and former Head of the Department of Physics, University of the West
Indies, Mona. He is the founder of the Climate Studies Group, Mona.
His research interests include atmospheric physics, climate variability
and change, local and regional climate modelling, climate change adap-
tation and renewable energy. He is a graduate of Boston College, Uni-
versity of the West Indies, Mona, Harvard University, and the University
of Maryland, College Park. For his work in climate physics, he has been
awarded the Silver Musgrave Medal and Order of Merit by the Govern-
ment of Jamaica. He was also a member of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change team that shared the Nobel Peace Prize with former
United States of America Vice President Al Gore in 2007 and currently
serves on the Climate Change Advisory Committee of the Ministry of
Land, Water, Environment and Climate Change, Jamaica.

Carros G. Garcia QuijanNo <cgarciaquijano@uri.edu>, an Assis-
tant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Rhode Island, holds a
master degree in Geology and a Ph.D. in Anthropology. His research and
scholarly interests are focused on the interaction between coastal soci-
eties and their changing environments, with a special interest in small-
scale fisheries, cognition, local ecological knowledge, Human Ecology,
mixed ethnographic methods, and sustainability. Garcia-Quijano has
published the findings of his research on fishers’ cognition in American
Anthropologist, Human Organization, Anthropology Newsletter, and the
Caribbean Journal of Science. He is currently conducting research on
coastal peoples’ economic strategies in the use of local resources in the
southern coast of Puerto Rico.

TAMARA HEARTSILL SCALLEY <theartsill@fs.fed.us> is a Research
Ecologist at the International Institute of Tropical Forestry, USDA-
Forest Service in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico. She has a B.A. in Geogra-
phy, M.S. in Biology and Ph.D. in Ecology. She has taught ecology field
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courses in Puerto Rico and Costa Rica. Her research interests include
forest dynamics in the Caribbean, wetlands, riparian vegetation and
tropical streams. She has published on forest recovery after hurricanes,
watershed land cover and stream ecosystems. Her current projects
include urban forests and rivers. She is organizing a network database
for the Caribbean Foresters <www.CaribbeanForesters.org>, a project
that includes researchers, educators, and foresters from the wider Carib-
bean region.

TaNIA LOPEZ MARRERO <tanialm@rci.rutgers.edu> is an Assis-
tant Professor at the Department of Geography and the Department of
Latino and Hispanic Caribbean Studies, Rutgers University. She holds
a bachelor degree in Environmental Sciences and a master and Ph.D. in
Geography. She teaches courses about Caribbean Geography, Natural
Hazards and Disasters, and Maps, Map Use and Analysis. Her research
interests and scholarly work broadly lie in the relationships between
humans and the environment, and include vulnerability, adaptive capac-
ity and resilience to natural hazards and disasters, forest ecosystem ser-
vices and drivers of ecosystem change, and land cover change. She has
published several articles about these topics on Puerto Rico and, more
recently, on the insular Caribbean. She co-authored the book Atlas Ambi-
ental de Puerto Rico (2006) and is now developing the mapping project
Caribbean Environmental Mapping Initiative (CEMI) at Rutgers.

MANUEL VALDES Pi1zzINi <manuel.valdes@upr.edu> teaches
Anthropology and Sociology at the University of Puerto Rico in Maya-
giiez. A former director of the UPR Sea Grant College Program, he now
returned as Director for Research, and Director of the Marine Exten-
sion Program. Valdés Pizzini is also the director of the Interdisciplinary
Center for Coastal Studies. He is interested in the human-nature inter-
face, from a historical and social perspective, always at the intersection
of applied social research. His research interests and activities spanned
the following topics and areas: Marine Protected Areas, fishing com-
munities, fisheries and conservation, fishing gears, coastal gentrification,
the environmental movement, and the historical and recreational uses
of forests.

MicHELLE T. SCHARER UMPIERRE <m_scharer@hotmail.com>
holds a master degree in Biology and Ph.D. in Biological Oceanogra-
phy from the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagiiez. She is currently
an independent researcher, conducting field studies on fish spawning
aggregations, sea turtles and coral reefs, specifically on the populations
of Acropora spp. (elkhorn and staghorn corals). Scharer Umpierre is the
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co-author of the management plans for the Desecheo Island and the Tres
Palmas Marine Reserves in northwest Puerto Rico, and has published a
number of articles on Marine Protected Areas, fisheries and conserva-
tion, coral reefs and spawning aggregations. She is currently affiliated
to the University of Puerto Rico’s Sea Grant College program and to
the Interdisciplinary Center for Coastal Studies (CIEL), collaborating
with interdisciplinary research projects in resource conservation and the
dissemination of information to the public.

KiMBERLY A. STEPHENSON <kimannstephenson@gmail.com> is
currently pursuing a Master of Philosophy degree in climate physics, with
a focus on the impacts of climate variability and change on terrestrial
animal populations. Her background is in Environmental Physics and
Zoology. As a student researcher with the Climate Studies Group, Mona
based in the Department of Physics, she has conducted research in the
field of climate physics, and co-authored sections of United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) national com-
munications for four Caribbean countries. She has also conducted an
assessment of the impact of sea level rise on the mangrove communities
of Jamaica using DIVA (Dynamic and Interactive Vulnerability Assess-
ment).

TANNECIA S. STEPHENSON < tannecia.stephenson02@uwimona.edu.
jm> is a lecturer in the Department of Physics, University of the West
Indies, Mona and a member of the Climate Studies Group, Mona. Her
research interests are Caribbean climate variability, climate extremes,
seasonal predictions using statistical models and statistical downscaling.
She has been affiliated with a number of climate variability and change
projects and has published a number of journal articles, technical reports
and a short monograph with collaborators. Her work experience includes
conducting research as a visiting fellow at the Climatic Research Unit at
the University of East Anglia in the United Kingdom. She is a graduate
of the University of the West Indies, Mona.

MicHAEL A. TAYLOR <michael.taylor@uwimona.edu.jm> is the
Head of the Department of Physics, University of the West Indies, Mona
and the Director of the Climate Studies Group, Mona. He has served
as principal investigator for a number of climate variability and change
projects and has authored a number of book chapters, journal articles,
technical reports, monographs and conference papers. He was recently
recognized by the University of the West Indies with an Outstanding
Researcher Award for his contributions to regional climate change sci-
ence. He serves on the steering committees of a number of local, regional
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and international climate change initiatives, and is on the Climate
Change Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Land, Water, Environ-
ment and Climate Change in Jamaica. He is a graduate of the University
of the West Indies, Mona and the University of Maryland, College Park.

Nancy VILLANUEVA COLON <nancy.villanueva@upr.edu> is a Pro-
fessor at the University of Puerto Rico where she teaches Geography and
Environmental Sciences. She has published chapters about Geography
in Social Sciences books for elementary educational level, and articles in
academic journals and newspapers regarding different topics of human
geography. Her academic and research interests include environmental
and population geography, migration, and risks. She co-authored the
book Atlas Ambiental de Puerto Rico (2006).

BEN WISNER <bwisner@igc.org> is a Visiting Fellow at the Aon-
Benfield University Hazard Research Centre, University College
London, UK, and a Research Affiliate in the Environmental Studies
Program, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH. He has worked on the interface
between disaster risk reduction and sustainable human development
since 1966, when he lived in a Tanzanian village for two years. He has
conducted extensive research, publishes and advises in topics such as
disaster risk management, climate change adaptation, sustainable human
development, participatory action research, and advocacy planning. His
work mostly focuses in Eastern and Southern Africa, South Asia, and
Central American and the Caribbean.

KAE YAMANE <kyamane@eden.rutgers.edu> is an undergradu-
ate student at the Department of Geography, Rutgers University. Her
academic and research interests include cartographic representation
and design, and the use of geographic techniques such as Geographic
Information Systems and Remote Sensing to understand geographic
patterns and processes.
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