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Bon bini, welcome, bienvenidos, bienvenue!

What a few years the past years have been. A pandemic, the new normal, almost every other
month new regulations, people not being able to live their lives as they’re used to, but still
throughout this all, we kept going.

Who would have thought when we left the ACURILl conference in Aruba, that we would
have to wait so long to see each other again. When I look around this ballroom, I realize that
despite all the hard work, the sleepless nights, and long meetings, we made it happen! Today
we’re welcoming you to our beautiful island, and to this informative, tech savvy conference
with digital advancements which are new to the Acuril conference system.

Change management and resiliency. We, of the National Library of Curacao, know all too
well what these words mean. We’ve encountered challenges throughout the last years and in
all this trying to build the library of the future for our island. A library that would offer a safe
environment for our community, high tech digital resources, combined with physical books,
reading programs and programs to stimulate digital and media literacy.

Working together with regional and international libraries for example, the alliance we have
with the National Library of the Netherlands, and those of our sister islands, Aruba, Bonaire,
St. Maarten, St. Eustatius and Saba. Collaborating with each other, but not losing our identity
and keeping our vision close to our community and culture.

As we open our conference I encourage you to get informed, be creative, and get inspired by
this exceptional program we have prepared for you, but most of all, especially in these times
of change, remember to stay close to your heart, to grow our libraries into change resilient
institutions for our communities.

Once more I welcome you to our beautiful island of Curaçao and wish you a fruitful
conference where we reconnect with each other.

Thank you very much
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n0s8AqEKavls1XY53cSheL7QXGam3-VG/view?usp=sharing

