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Defining the project
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Aims and goals

» Focus (but not exclusively) on 
Anglophone Caribbean and Diaspora 
literature

» Promoting awareness of often-neglected 
or lesser known authors of the 20th 
century and beyond

» Encouraging today’s writers to recognize 
the value of their own author archives
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Project overview
Who’s involved?

» Project led by Alison Donnell (University 
of East Anglia) with major grant from 
Leverhulme Trust

» Large, collaborative, international team 
of scholars, students, writers, and 
librarians

» At UF, included librarians affiliated with 
dLOC and graduate students



Library as 
Publisher
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Drawing on our strengths to 
collaborate



» Grant will conclude in 
2022, so one goal was to 
have a stable, attractive 
website with minimal 
maintenance and lots of 
different content. How 
could we bring together 
so many deliverables?

» Authors A-Z delves into 
the work of forgotten or 
lesser known writers 
through short bios. How 
could we add value to this 
feature and highlight 
related online resources 
to engage readers?

» Caribbean Authors’ 
Papers is a starting point 
for locating manuscripts, 
correspondence, etc. 
across international 
collections. How could we 
turn a spreadsheet into a 
navigable data source?
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Building on past work
Experimenting with library support for digital publications
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Sharing in abundance



» Grant will conclude in 
2022, so one goal was to 
have a stable, attractive 
website with minimal 
maintenance and lots of 
different content. How 
could we bring together 
so many deliverables?

» Authors A-Z delves into 
the work of forgotten or 
lesser known writers 
through short bios. How 
could we add value to this 
feature and highlight 
related online resources 
to engage readers?

» Caribbean Authors’ 
Papers is a starting point 
for locating manuscripts, 
correspondence, etc. 
across international 
collections. How could we 
turn a spreadsheet into a 
navigable data source?
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Building on past work
Experimenting with library support for digital publications
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Authors A-Z



» Grant will conclude in 
2022, so one goal was to 
have a stable, attractive 
website with minimal 
maintenance and lots of 
different content. How 
could we bring together 
so many deliverables?

» Authors A-Z delves into 
the work of forgotten or 
lesser known writers 
through short bios. How 
could we add value to this 
feature and highlight 
related online resources 
to engage readers?

» Caribbean Authors’ 
Papers is a starting point 
for locating manuscripts, 
correspondence, etc. 
across international 
collections. How could we 
turn a spreadsheet into a 
navigable data source?
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Building on past work
Experimenting with library support for digital publications
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Finding Authors’ Papers



Recommendations

» Building trust means acknowledging 
everyone’s expertise

» Start as early as possible to strategize, 
even if library won’t join until later

» Set parameters and document roles and 
responsibilities

» Including students often means taking 
extra time, but can enrich the project
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Reflections
Next steps

» External review, feedback, and revision
» Continuing outreach to researcher, 

writer, and student audiences
» Documenting plan for long-term 

preservating and archiving
» Building on this case study for current 

dLOC grant



Thank you!
Perry Collins
perrycollins@ufl.edu
Twitter: @perrycollins
caribbeanliteraryheritage.com


