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BORDER CONDITIONS:
SIGHTSEEING CONTESTED IN VAROSHA, CYPRUS
Savia Palate

ABSTRACT
How can a prohibited and enclosed military zone
be changed back into an attractive place for sightseeing? This essay explores Varosha (Cyprus), one
of the most cosmopolitan tourist resorts in the
Mediterranean during the 1960s, which was transformed into a prohibited military zone in 1974. The
locals living near the area of Varosha, confronted
with institutional intransigence, have found ways to
temper the predominant conflict-zone image of a
ruined and prohibited ghost town by appropriating
it as a tourist attraction. This paper describes how
the voyeuristic fascination of tourists to get closer to
Varosha has enticed the locals to improvise tourism
practices along the perimeter of the prohibited
zone, thus furthering the complexities of the juxtaposed landscapes of tourism and militarism.

DERELICTS OF A GLAMOROUS PAST
“Make no mistake about it, they desperately want
tourists and that precious foreign exchange. Many
of them can see no other industry open to them
which has anywhere near the same promise. So they
go to practically any length to attract the airlines,
hotel chains and tour operators. They set up Ministries of Tourism; they build airports and subsidize
hotel building; they launch ‘Be Nice’ campaigns in
which they instruct their citizens that tourists are of
vital importance and must be treated as friends—
not as a group of rich, idle, white voyeurs who are,
in the classic complaint, ‘Over rich, over sexed, and
over here.’”1
This pattern of development, as described by John
Turner, was followed by many postcolonial coun-
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Quoted in Turner, Louis, and John
Ash. 1976. The Golden Hordes
International Tourism and the
Pleasure Periphery. New York, NY: St.
Martins Pr;
The term is used in Turner, Louis,
and John Ash. 1976. The Golden
Hordes International Tourism and
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NY: St. Martins Pr; IBID
On the shortcomings of tourism
in developing countries when the
industry started to develop see also,
Veblen, Thorstein. 1970. The Theory
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Island States. London u.a.: Routledge.
Also, on the politics of tourism see,
Veblen. Thorstein. Perkin, Harold,
and Thorstein Veblen. 1972. ‘The
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tries during the mid-twentieth century as they tried
to become key players in the so-called ‘pleasure
periphery.’ 2 The Mediterranean island of Cyprus
shares physical characteristics with Costa Brava and
Costa del Sol in Spain, as well as the Italian Adriatic Beaches and the Greek coast. Since the1960s,
resorts emerged for middle classes tourists
coming from industrialized countries.3 These
Mediterranean tourism enclaves sought to grab the
opportunity to foster economic growth and become
independent, evolving regions.4 Embracing the
three S’s—sea, sun, and sand—they also embraced
subsidizing the tourism industry through private
and state funds. The town of Famagusta—and
specifically, the district of Varosha, with its silky
beachfront—was swiftly groomed to become one
of the major cosmopolitan tourist destinations of
the Mediterranean, visited by the likes of Elizabeth
Taylor and Brigitte Bardot. 5 To support this development, the government assumed a primary role
by devising an iconographic brand that would place
Varosha among other state-of-the-art destinations
while remaining in tune with the rest of the country’s development. In order to attract foreign capital,
Cyprus turned to architecture: hotels were designed
following the modern, Euro-American standards for
the leisure and hospitality industry.6
The government guided, and even more sponsored,
several schemes and proposals to support this
new industry, which held the promise for not only
economic but also political, stability.7 Examples
include the erection of a Hilton Hotel in the capital
of Cyprus, Nicosia, and the ambitious resort in the
Golden Sands area in Famagusta.8 It was not long
after the island’s independence that internal turmoil
between Greek and Turkish Cypriots threatened the
nation’s peaceful future.9 While the Greek Cypriots
were fighting for enosis, meaning integration with

Theory of the Leisure Class.’ The
Economic History Review25 (4): 737.
https://doi.org/10.2307/2593997. See
also more contemporary accounts,
Easterling, Keller. 2008. Enduring
Innocence: Global Architecture and
Its Political Masquerades. Cambridge,
MA: MIT; Fainstein, Susan S., and
Dennis R. Judd. 1999. The Tourist
City. New Haven: Yale University
Press; MacCannell, Dean. 2013.
The Tourist: a New Theory of the
Leisure Class. Berkeley: University of
California Press.
Particularly during the 1960s-1980s
major global institutions were
encouraging tourism development
to developing countries and small
postcolonial nations, see for
example the proceedings of the
Joint Conference of Unesco and
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World Bank in 1979, Jehuda, De Kadt
Emanuel. 1984. Tourism: Passport
to Development? Perspectives on
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Greece, the Turkish Cypriots supported taksim,
meaning partition. Eventually, the Turkish armed
intervention in 1974, which led to a physical division
along ethnic lines, conclusively put an end Varosha’s
glamorous era. The Republic of Cyprus lost 37%
of the island to the Turkish occupation, which
furthermore caused the displacement of around
150,000 Greek Cypriots (who were forced to move
from north to south), and 45,000 Turkish Cypriots
(from south to north).
This separation along ethnic lines led to Varosha
being fenced-off and deemed a prohibited zone.
After more than forty years of abandonment and
enclosure, the area has eventually evolved into a
decaying ‘ghost-town.’10 Due to a UN Resolution
that ‘considers attempts to settle any part of
Varosha by people other than its inhabitants as inadmissible and calls for the transfer of this area to
the administration of the United Nations,’ it is still
an unutilized space.11 With a majority of the Greek
Cypriot population settled in an area enclosed
and barricaded by Turkish troops, the possibility
of reopening Varosha is especially complex. This
has turned the area into a place consumed by the
politics of negotiations and attempts at reconciliation.12 The once-luxurious hotels built to celebrate
Cyprus’ vision of a peaceful and independent
future have become ruins; reminders of a glamorous modernity occupied and appropriated by the
troops of a military post.
THE MILITARY TRACES OF TOURISM
Varosha is a small area in the town of Famagusta,
located on the eastern coast of Cyprus, and which
is home to the deepest harbor in the island. Historically, the case of Famagusta proves that the
seemingly contradictory landscapes of tourism
and the military need not have distinct physical
characteristics, as both may share common site
conditions.13 The way these two environments are
combined transcends norms of what is ‘supposed’
to comprise a military zone or a tourist resort. The
spatial qualities of Famagusta may accommodate
the needs of a military environment as well as those
of a tourist resort: those shared qualities outline
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news/article-3461893/Varoshadrone-footage-shows-stunningview-Cyprus-ghost-town.html.
On Modernist architecture, tourism
and postcolonial countries see,
AlSayyad, Nezar. 1992. Forms of
Dominance on the Architecture
and Urbanism of the Colonial
Enterprise. Aldershot: Avebury;
Cinar, Alev, and Thomas Bender.
2007. Urban Imaginaries: Locating
the Modern City. Minneapolis
(Minn.): University of Minnesota
Press; Hazbun, Waleed. 2008.
Beaches, Ruins, Resorts: the Politics
of Tourism in the Arab World.
Minneapolis, Minn: University of
Minnesota Press.
See related on the case of Cyprus,
Pyla, Panayiota and Petros
Phokaides. 2012. ‘Peripheral hubs

the nuances between restriction and permission,
rigidness and relaxation. This paper focuses on the
current conditions of the site and outlines the way
locals, following touristic initiatives, have appropriated the ongoing conflicted landscape of the derelict
Varosha, maintained by unresolved political issues
and social conflicts.14 For this reason, we will look
at both the big picture (the politics) and the lived
reality in the actual city, where locals must go about
their lives while confronted by the untenable
conflict situation.
Famagusta’s site conditions—which make it an ideal
touristic terrain, due to its physical characteristics—were simultaneously a temptation for military
conquest because of the city’s strategic geographical
location—with west-to-east access. Each of these
conquerors has left their mark on the territory, including monuments and archaeological sites and, as
a result, this past haunts Famagusta’s identity, while
increasing their ‘touristic’ value.15 The history of
Famagusta starts in antiquity, as historians consider
it a successor of Arsinoe, Constantia, Salamis, and
Enkomi colonies that the ancient Greeks founded
during their heyday in the eastern Mediterranean.
While Greek culture and language were dominant
elements on the island, Famagusta’s natural harbor
gained importance after the Lusignan rule in 1191,
and helped Famagusta become a flourishing trade
hub in the eastern Mediterranean. Consequently,
it became an object of desire among the strongest
kingdoms of the times. France, Genoa and Venice,
the most important commercial and naval forces
during the Medieval Ages, occupied Famagusta and
often fought each other for its control.
After being under siege by the Ottomans, the
Venetians were forced to surrender in 1571 and
eventually failed to reclaim the territory. During
the Ottoman period, the city lost its former glory
and became a military base. The following British
rule, however, contributed significantly to what was
to come after Cyprus’ independence. The British
decided to create a central point between the
Walled City and Varosha, and they made important
improvements to the harbor. After Cyprus gained its
independence, Famagusta flourished as a popular

and alternative modernisations:
Designing for peace and tourism
in postcolonial Cyprus’, in Hilde
Heynen and Janina Gosseye
(eds.) Proceedings of the 2nd
International Meeting of the
European Architectural History
Network, Contactforum; Scott, Julie.
2012. ‘Tourism, Civil Society and
Peace in Cyprus.’ Annals of Tourism
Research 39 (4): 2114–32. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.annals.2012.07.007.
See more on tourism as a
peacebuilding strategy in general,
Becken, Susanne, and Fabrisio
Carmignani. 2016. ‘Does Tourism
Lead to Peace?’ Annals of Tourism
Research 61: 63–79. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.annals.2016.09.002;
Black, Shameem. 2015. ‘Duty-Free in
the DMZ?’ Social Text 33 (2): 57–81.
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https://doi.org/10.1215/016424722869120; Farmaki, Anna. 2017. ‘The
Tourism and Peace Nexus.’ Tourism
Management 59: 528–40. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.tourman.2016.09.012.
Currently on the history of Cyprus
tourism and architecture there is
ongoing research happening by
the MesArch Lab of the University
of Cyprus (to which the author is
a collaborator). There are several
forthcoming publications (expected
2019-20) regarding the development
of tourism, the role of architecture,
and the complications due to
the ethnic conflict after Cyprus
independence in 1960. See updates
here,’Mesarch.’ n.d. Mesarch.
Accessed April 12, 2019. http://www.
mesarch.ucy.ac.cy/.
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tourist resort in the Eastern Mediterranean, although the only existing remainder of these tourism
glory days is the ghost town of Varosha. The current
site conditions of Famagusta are heavily marked by
the ethnic conflict between the Turkish and Greek
Cypriot communities. Despite the UN Buffer Zone
(a demilitarized zone controlled by the United
Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus [UNFICYP]
runs from the western part of the island to Famagusta’s southeast region), Famagusta’s territory is
fragmented by several political contracts, including
one for the British Sovereignty Bases in Cyprus,
Turkish military bases and Turkish and Greek
Cypriot checkpoints. These borders are physical
evidence of the long-standing juxtapositions on the
urban fabric of Famagusta between negative and
positive, prohibited and accessible, and abandoned
and livable space.
Since 1974, Varosha has been an enclosed and
prohibited area for all except the Turkish military.
The abandonment of buildings and disappearance
of infrastructure from the site poses perhaps the
greatest challenge as to what the future holds. The
forty-year absence of people in this ‘no-man’s’ land’
has turned Varosha into a maze of ruins overtaken
by the wilderness. Currently, several preservation
initiatives are going on,16 but given the rigid isolation of Varosha and its contested social and political
conditions, all efforts are small and prioritize the
protection of cultural heritage. However, these
modern ruins embody the scenes and ideologies
of the past, still salient and relevant to the present
and the future, at least in terms of the financial
interests for both the Greek and Turkish Cypriot
communities. Although tourism operations in the
area plummeted after Varosha was prohibited and
enclosed, and the area was turned over to several
military bases that created a landscape of fear, ruin,
and conflict, Famagusta’s site conditions mean it
still has potential as a tourism destination.17 The
current state of Varosha holds a mystery for visitors
and tourists. How can we get closer? Can we see
from afar what is happening inside? How dangerous
is it to sneak in?
This phenomenon of a growing ‘tourist interest in
recent death, disaster and atrocity […] in the late
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries’18 has
been recently defined in academic literature as
09.
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See related, Phokaides, Petros,
and Panayiota Pyla. 2016. ’Leisurescapes and Conflict-scapes: The
Famagusta Modern Coastline.’ In
Tostões Ana, and Zara Ferreira.
Adaptive Reuse: the Modern
Movement towards the Future.
Lisboa, Portugal: Docomomo
International; Pyla, Panayiota, and
Petros Phokaides. 2011. ‘Ambivalent
Politics and Modernist Debates in
Postcolonial Cyprus.’ The Journal of
Architecture16 (6): 885–913. https://
doi.org/10.1080/13602365.2011.63
6994;
The first time Varosha was described
as a ‘ghost town’ it is said to belong
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‘dark tourism’:19 a type of ‘alternative tourism’ 20
associated with a fascination towards uncommon
destinations. Tourists, detached from the emotional
devastation of national conflicts, can conduct their
own narrative and reality depending on different
experiences and knowledge, in a way that has
gradually altered the devastation characterized by
these sites of suffering and disaster into a spectacle.
This consumerist drive is often associated with
post-disaster or post-conflict areas, which are often
transformed into museums,21 memorials, or visiting
centers, for tourists interested in gaining a better
understanding—perhaps a more ‘authentic’ one—of
the history. However, the case of Varosha is more
complicated, as the unresolved political and ethnic
conflict allows the hope to remain for the previous
owners of the site that things could potentially go
back to ‘normal’ in the future, as they were before
1974. What this paper aims to show is that despite
the unresolved political conflicts and the hope of
the region’s refugees for a brighter future (in which
the no man’s land of Varosha will be nothing more
than an image of the past), the current conditions of
the area have encouraged and attracted an alternative vision for some of the locals living nearby.
WELCOME TO THE GHOST TOWN’S HOTEL
The Palm Beach Hotel, located right on the border
of the ghost town, is the only hotel still in operation
on the waterfront of Varosha. Even though Varosha’s
waterfront is still considered one of the best on the
island in terms of beach and sand quality, since
1974 this beach has shared space with the derelict
buildings of the prohibited ghost town. Given that
everyone in Cyprus thought that the conflict would
be short-lived and that soon after the war the
situation would go back to normal, the Palm Beach
Hotel’s owner, as the only Turkish Cypriot hotelier
in that area, requested permission to re-open the
business two years after the area was enclosed.
The Palm Beach Hotel was formerly known as The
Constantia Hotel and was one of the most famous
hotels in Varosha before 1974. An old advertisement
for the hotel notes the physical characteristics of its
location, along with its services:
This modern hotel has the most attractive
situation; to one side lies the ancient port
of Famagusta with a mountain range

to a Jan-Olof Bengstsson’s article
for the Kvallsposten newspaper,
published on Sept 24, 1977; See
related, ‘Famagusta Municipality.’
n.d. Accessed April 12, 2019. http://
www.famagusta.org.cy/.
See the report here, ‘UNSCR Search
Engine for the United Nations
Security Council Resolutions.’
n.d. UNSCR. Accessed April
12, 2019. http://unscr.com/en/
resolutions/550.Also related, ‘UN
Cyprus Talks.’ n.d. UN Cyprus Talks.
Accessed April 12, 2019. http://www.
uncyprustalks.org/.
Former Turkish President Kenan
Evren had called Famagusta as the

‘trump card’ in negotiations, where
Varosha is used by the Turkish
as a bargaining chip, given that it
was not in the original occupation
plan, but since its residents, out of
fear, run away, the Turkish found
no resistance, and therefore, it
was wiser for them to keep it with
a view to exploiting this in future
negotiations. Since then, the term
is widely used by the media on
articles referring to Varosha.See for
example, Yackley, Ayla Jean. 2012.
‘Ghost Town May Hold the Key to
Cyprus Reunification Talks.’ The
Independent. Independent Digital
News and Media. August 11, 2012.
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Figure 01. Tourists looking at Varosha from Annita’s viewpoint.

behind it, to the other stretches the best
beach in the Eastern Mediterranean—a
‘Cote d’Azur’ beach of infinite charm. The
Constantia with the blue sea lapping at its
terrace, prides itself of the perfection of
its personal service. You will feel at home
and refreshed in this unique modern hotel.
Nearly all rooms have private bathroom
and balcony, telephone and thermostatically controlled heating in air condition
spacious public rooms, separate dining
room for children, ballroom, garden and
swimming facilities.
The advertisement is followed by the average
temperatures for the months of December, January,
February, and March, the only months excluded
from the holiday period in Cyprus.
The hotel’s owners asked a British electrical engineer, Allan Cavinder, who was living in Famagusta,
to do all necessary electrical work. They requested
that Cavinder restore the air-conditioning system.
Because of the persistence of the northern part of
Cyprus to be a legitimate, separate nation recognized by the UN, its isolation was also economic. The
difficulty in finding spare parts for the air-conditioning system from other countries led to the idea of
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news/world/europe/ghost-townmay-hold-the-key-to-cyprusreunification-talks-8034868.
html; ‘For First Time since War,
Greek Cypriots Mark Epiphany
in Ghost Town | Pictures.’ 2016.
Reuters. Thomson Reuters. January
6, 2016. https://www.reuters.
com/news/picture/for-firsttime-since-war-greek-cypriotsidUSKBN0UK1SG20160106.
See on the similarities of military
and tourism, Picon-Lefèbvre
Virginie, and Azisa Chaouni. 2011.
Desert Tourism: Tracing the Fragile
Edges of Development. Cambridge,

14.
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dismantling parts from the vacant hotels in Varosha.
Consequently, the Palm Beach owners gave Cavinder
permission to enter the prohibited zone and take
everything he needed. For six months, he struggled
in unbearable silence to disassemble air conditioners, washers and dryers, and kitchen appliances.
The hotel finally reopened in 1980, and it has been
in operation on and off since then. It closed again
in 2008 and was sold to new owners but reopened
again in 2012. It is now a five-star luxury hotel. The
owners have maintained the hotel’s architecture style
of the 1960s, making the connection with Varosha
notable. Its vicinity to Varosha does not deter tourists
or affect their relaxation. In some cases, the resort’s
location is consciously selected by tourists who
consider the ghost town of Varosha an extraordinary
place. Sparked by a curiosity about how the Palm
Beach hotel is advertised on booking and holiday
destination sites, we searched several blogs and websites to discover what they disclosed about Varosha.
On most sites, Varosha is not mentioned at all, but
in a few cases Varosha was presented as a reason for
choosing the Palm Beach Hotel:
We chose the Palm Beach Hotel because
it was next to the deserted border ghost
district of Varosha, a place that has
fascinated me for years. Before 1974,
this was THE place to stay in Cyprus, but
now its deserted and a military zone. The
Palm Beach lies just outside the area, so it
got both a fab beach and easy access to old
Famagusta too. You can walk up to the
wire fence and look into the deserted
streets. Don’t let the soldiers see you take
photos, though—better to get a zoom lens
and do it from your hotel balcony…23
Banning tourists from taking photographs is paradoxical. However, the hotel’s unique location allows
the co-existence of the two activities and the two
environments. In a way this co-existence is like a
synergy between the hotel and the so-called ghost
town. The first image is of the luxury hotel, with
wealthy tourists and clean white umbrellas. The
other image is the deserted Varosha, silent, empty,
and ruined. The contradiction is especially explicit
given the hotel that remains right next to Palm
Beach, which includes a machine-gun spot placed
during the war and which half-collapsed after a

MA: Aga Khan Program at the
Harvard University Graduate School
of Design.
See analyses on the conflicted
ideologies in Cyprus, Papadakis,
Yiannis. 2007. Divided Cyprus:
Modernity, History, and an Island
in Conflict. Bloomington: Indiana
Univ. Press; Trimikliniotis, Nicos, and
Umut Bozkurt, eds 2012. Beyond a
Divided Cyprus: a State and Society in
Transformation. Palgrave Macmillan.
There were two reports compiled
by foreign experts to guide tourism
development in Cyprus that raise how
tourism at that time was very much
focused on archaeological sites.
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See, Eugene Beaudouin, Manuel
Baud- Bovy, Aristea Rita Tzanos.
1962. Island Plan and Cyprus Study
of Tourist Development, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry. Republic
of Cyprus, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, French Republic; Thorp,
W. L. 1961. Cyprus: Suggestions for
a Development Programme. New
York: United Nations.
See for example, the United
Nations Development Programme
‘Partnership for the Future’ (UNDPPFF) ‘College Preparation Program.’
n.d. Partnership for the Future.
Accessed April 12, 2019. https://
www.partnershipforthefuture.org/.
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bombing seizure. The waterfront of Varosha is now
divided between the debris of war and an atmosphere of relaxation. The beach itself is a continuation of the banned zone, separated with a metal
fence and a red ban of taking photos and allowing
entry. The contradictory waterfront of Varosha is
at odds with the bygone typology. The deserted
hotels are now strange watch towers that house
armed soldiers; nearby, the Palm Beach five-star
resort retains the former typology. What, precisely,
is a hotel with machine-guns, and what is a military
base with a sandy beach? Where do we draw the
line between reality and fiction, between the norm
and transgressions?
The Palm Beach Hotel is an evidence of how tourists, rather than feeling daunted and dismayed, are
fascinated by the current condition of Varosha.
Moving forward, this paper will present two episodes of improvised structures and events by the
locals living on the other side of the buffer zone
that separates the two communities, as developed
to ‘satisfy’ the tourists’ voyeuristic fascination.
These episodes are considered improvised and
informal activities by the locals, primarily because
of the seemingly temporary political situation
that has haunted the area of Varosha for more
than forty years now. Given that Varosha is owned
primarily by Greek Cypriots, the emotional discomfort, pain, and suffering on that side is more
delicate to deal with, and those that the hope they
will one day be free to regenerate the area ascribe
to the belief that the ruins and deterioration of the
site are only temporary. These episodes reveal,
on the one hand, a sort of entrepreneurship by
the locals, as influenced by the tourists’ curiosity
to visit the ghost town (and despite the current
prohibitions and active military presence), also
reveal, on the other hand, the ethical complexities
associated with the commercialization of the ghost
town,24 and subsequently the reduction of a national conflict and tragedy, including the emotional
pain and human suffering, to a mere touristic attraction.25 How can one rejuvenate a cosmopolitan
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Other urban/architectural
projects on post-conflict scenarios
in Famagusta by individual
initiatives’Famagusta Ecocity
Project.’ n.d. Famagusta Ecocity
Project. Accessed April 12, 2019.
https://www.ecocityproject.org/ and
article related Defterios, John. 2014.
‘Can Eco-City Plans Bring Cypriot
Ghost Town Back to Life?’ CNN.
Cable News Network. July 9, 2014.
http://edition.cnn.com/2014/05/27/
business/varosha-famagusta-onesquare-meter/index.html; ‘Mo Man’s
Land, Rebuilding of Famagusta,
DIA Booklet - [PDF Document].’
n.d. Vdocuments.site. Accessed
April 12, 2019. https://vdocuments.
site/mo-mans-land-rebuildingof-famagusta-dia-booklet.html. in
Nicosia, 2010 organised by The
Why Factory led by Winy Maas, in
collaboration with the University of
Cyprus, Architectural Association
School of London, Dessau Institute

18.

1960s resort based on nostalgic imagery? How do
we resurrect these Modernist typologies that date
back forty years? Alternatively, as this paper aims
to ask, will that current image of ruins potentially
be one vision of the future for Varosha?
DESPITE WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS, IS
THERE STILL A PRESENT?
1. LOOKING FROM AFAR
Given the prohibition against entering the area
and taking pictures, current images of Varosha are
rare. These visual accesses from the south side of
Cyprus were more popular before 200326 when a
rigid separation of the two communities restricted a
closer view of the perimeter of the ghost town. Since
then, binoculars have been necessary for peeking at
Varosha [Fig. 01]. These visual access points, in the
form of improvised ‘viewpoints,’ are houses located
on the border of the buffer zone close to Varosha.
The owners adjusted their houses based on specific
non-regulated and unplanned transformations to
combine their housing typology with an appropriate
infrastructure to allow visual access. This is an
example of self-organization and grassroots improvisation to negotiate the conflict conditions they
had to confront after 1974.
‘Annita’s House: The Ghost City’s Nearest ViewPoint’ was the first I noticed during my observations near the border of Dherynia. A local woman
established the business, taking advantage of the
conflict that was literally right outside of her house.
It is located exactly opposite the Greek Cypriot’s
military border outpost, at the point where the
last violent episode after 1974 occurred. This close
vicinity to the site of historical events and important
military events has been inventively incorporated
in the functional adjustments the owner has made to
her house, a two-story independent residence. The
second floor was intended to be a separate home,
usually reserved for one of a family’s children—traditionally the first daughter. Consequently, it has

of Architecture, and the National
Technical University of Athens.
See for example, Ioannides,
Dimitri. 1992. ‘Tourism
Development Agents.’ Annals of
Tourism Research 19 (4): 711–31.
https://doi.org/10.1016/01607383(92)90063-u; Ioannides,
Dimitri, and Yiorgos
Apostolopoulos. 1999.
‘Political Instability, War, and
Tourism in Cyprus: Effects,
Management, and Prospects
for Recovery.’ Journal of Travel
Research 38 (1): 51–56. https://doi.
org/10.1177/004728759903800111.
See also discussions on the media,
Gorvett, Jonathan. 2018. ‘Cyprus
Hopes Reunification Talks Will
Revive a Resort, Population 0.’ The
New York Times. The New York
Times. January 19, 2018. https://
www.nytimes.com/2015/09/01/
world/europe/cyprus-varoshareunification.html.
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Lennon, J. John, and Malcolm Foley.
2000. Dark Tourism: The Attraction
of Death and Disaster, London:
Continuum. The book authors’
academic website on dark tourism
annually receives a great number of
hits (approx. of 60,000). Visit here,
‘Dark Tourism | Current Issues in
Dark Tourism Research.’ n.d. Dark
Tourism | Current Issues in Dark
Tourism Research. Accessed April
12, 2019. http://www.dark-tourism.
org.uk/.
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a staircase disconnected from the main house on
the first floor, but the crafty owner transformed
that floor into a café-museum-real estate office,
probably intended as a temporary development (in
the same manner that everyone after 1974 thought
the separation would be temporary). On the roof,
accessed through an improvised metal staircase,
there is a lookout post with a close view of Varosha.
‘Cross-programming’ 27 can have a result greater
than the sum of its parts, and this is exactly what
the owner obviously aspires to. Beyond these
cross-programming processes the owner applied
to her house, she herself holds the capacity change
from a Greek Cypriot patriot to a real estate businesswoman or a coffee maker, depending on what
the tourists show an interest in, as appropriate
marketing strategies.
The viewpoint works only by appointment, even
though individual guests are welcome to drop in if
the viewpoint happens to be open due to other business. In cases when the viewpoint is closed, there
is staff to provide information about the working
hours and appointments. The first thing one finds
when entering the viewpoint is the café. The owner
is there to welcome everyone with a pair of binoculars. Her questions to the tourists are related to
the conflict in Cyprus and what they already know
about it. She is willing to summarize the whole story
and repeat it indefinitely if it is necessary, to anyone
who asks or does not know, using the Greek Cypriot
semiotics related to the Cyprus issue. To sufficiently
support her explanations, she displays photographs
of Varosha from both before and after 1974. Additionally, near the café, there is an improvised
museum. There, visitors can find press cuttings of
the events related to the conflict in Cyprus, photographs of Famagusta (with a particular focus on
Varosha) and a television that plays the same short
video on repeat of the 1996 conflict that happened
directly opposite ‘Annita’s house.’ These improvised
multi-purpose structures, driven by the influential
tourists, exemplify the problematic debate over
authenticity in tourism academia.28
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The owner’s entrepreneurship, though, goes a bit
further into a much more permanent speculative
undertaking. On one of the walls there are posters
advertising villas for sale in Dherynia, a village
in the Famagusta region. The island of Cyprus
has become a popular destination for European
retirees who wish to live quietly by the sea. Even the
villas for sale have been built to support a ‘staged
authenticity’ 29 prescribed by the touristic taste: the
villas are painted blue and white, reminiscent of
the Greek islands, though these colors have nothing
to do with Cyprus’ traditional earthen-colored
palette for housing. In terms of marketing, the blue
and white colors attract more foreigners with their
explicit reference to Greece, a more well-known and
‘exotic’ country compared to Cyprus. The owner’s
entrepreneurship is evidence of the flexible capacity
of activists to negotiate the prescribed site conditions of the conflict. The popularity of her business,
which is near both the UN buffer zone and Varosha,
contrasts with the dominant tendency right after
1974, when everyone tried to run away as far as possible from the border. The fear of military presence
and the lack of safety next to the ‘mysterious’ ghost
town came to an end thanks to the touristic desire
to get a glimpse of it.
The emergent housing typology (in which a viewpoint is seen as an advantage) has mushroomed
along the border, as many locals have grabbed the
opportunity to encourage tourists’ fascination with
Varosha. Until 2009, when the first checkpoints
opened, these viewpoints were the closest someone
could come to experiencing Varosha from the south
side of the border. The most important thing to note
about these viewpoints is the way they incrementally became institutionalized, despite their alleged
informality and temporality. The fact that these
viewpoints could potentially eliminate the risk of
unintentional suspicious activity around the border
(by adventurous tourists intending to capture either
the military zones or the ghost town of Varosha)
could be evidenced in signs banning photography
and in entry prohibitions in specific areas [Fig. 02].
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Figure 02. The “institutionalization” of the viewpoint.

2. THIS IS A BOAT TRIP. THIS IS A BEACH.
The second episode, a boat trip, is ephemeral. It
leaves no traces behind, but still, it is well-organized
in the same way the viewpoints are [Fig. 03]. These
boat trips are offered by many different local ‘entrepreneurs’ who have boats in different marinas or
boat shelters in the areas of Paralimni, Protaras, and
Ayia Napa, the three main tourist destinations in the
non-occupied Famagusta region. Their proximity to
Varosha has allowed for the emergence of short boat
trips to give tourists a closer look at Varosha’s coastline combined with diving off of Famagusta’s beach.
Of course, politics and borders mark even the sea,
so boats can only approach at specific points. These
boat trips there are advertised by flyers and signs
26.

27.

After 2003, the first checkpoint
was in operation and nowadays
the two communities can visit
each side if they decide to, under
specific circumstances. See for
example media coverings, ‘Europe |
Emotion as Cyprus Border Opens.’
2003. BBC News. BBC. April 23,
2003. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/
hi/europe/2969089.stm; Tabitha
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Quetteville in Athens. 2003. ‘Cyprus
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Years.’ The Telegraph. Telegraph
Media Group. April 24, 2003.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
worldnews/europe/greece/1428255/
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Bernard Tschumi defines cross-
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in English and Russian, as Great Britain and Russia
are the biggest sources of tourists. Using large, bold
fonts, the advertisements use words like ‘Famagusta,’ ‘The only Ghost Town in Europe,’ ‘Trip’ and
‘Special Offer’ and also include the cost of the trip
along with the organizers’ contact information.
These boat trips are offered in the form of an ‘emotional’ trip, with the real story told by somebody
who grew up in Varosha, but it offers other tourist
qualifications as well, such as sightseeing, food and
drinks, diving, and cave visits. This trip is not designed to include other Greek Cypriots, who probably might also have a desire to have closer access to
Varosha, as the Greek language is not included. In
the case that a Greek Cypriot wants to participate,
the organizer is more than happy to oblige at no
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tourist would expect them to look.
Authenticity is not delimited only
into historical references or the local
tradition, but is attached to daily life
and originates from anything that we
point out as something noteworthy:
‘you have to see this,’ ‘taste this,’ or
‘feel this,’ which eventually raises the
condition that ‘we are all tourists:’
See on issues of authenticity and the
pursuit of ‘truth’ in tourism industry:
Horne, The Great Museum. Also
related, Tunbridge, J. E., and G. J.
Ashworth. 1997. Dissonant Heritage:
the Management of the Past as a
Resource in Conflict. Chichester:
J. Wiley.
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Figure 03. The irony of swimming in front of military posts.

cost. These tours have nothing to do with any other
kind of conflict tourism, like the ‘Green Line Tour’
in the buffer zone organized by the UN personnel,
or visits to Chernobyl and Nazi concentration
camps. The beach, the sun, and the boat eliminate
any intended or unintended emotional approach.
Since 2003, bus and shuttle tours have become
as popular as the boat trips, even though they do
not offer the possibility of diving in the blue waters
of Varosha.
The boat for the emotional trip to Varosha we took
was called Aretousa, a female name taken from
a seventeenth century myth written by Vincenzo
Cornaro in Crete. This myth is a love story between
Erotocritos and Aretousa, a worker in the palace
who falls in love with the princess. Aretousa, like
Varosha, is a forbidden object of desire. The boat
also has a second name, ‘The Yellow Boat,’ which
refers directly to the color of the boat, so everyone
can notice it easily, as it differs from any other boat
in the fishing shelter. When the visitors reach the
boat, a ticket is required in order to gain access. The
cashier is more than willing to see everyone inter-
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ested in the tour, and he is also ready to provide
any information for all the other trips the Yellow
Boat is scheduled to do. There is an improvised
steel structure that accommodates the cashier and
prepares entry into the boat, which includes a mini
table with a chair, a small tent to prevent direct
exposure to the sun, and a panel with the schedule,
more advertisements and more flyers that can be
taken by visitors.
Once you enter the boat, it becomes a multi-use
mobile structure, equipped with a hot dog machine,
a mini-kiosk selling snacks and drinks, swimming
and fishing equipment, and binoculars for a better
view of Varosha. There is also an information
panel about the conflict in Cyprus. A member of
the crew goes around to the tourists to ask if they
want something to drink, prepares everything they
want, and serves their orders. When the tour starts,
the captain, like any qualified tourist guide, offers
historical facts, anecdotes and a detailed presentation of what is on your left or what is on your right.
Of course, this is nothing more than a staged and
mediated representation of reality, as is often the
213

case when visiting touristic sites, especially in conflict zones, and therefore, its legitimization cannot
be interpreted as politically or culturally neutral.30
Each tourist constructs their personal sense of ‘truth’
about the site based on their own motives and the
depth of their curiosity to understand of what happened. However, there is a remaining detachment
from engaging with what is not truly theirs; the
national conflict, the emotional loss of the refugees,
or the deterioration of the prohibited area for more
than forty years, are not part of the tourists’ personal
concerns. Their reactions were divided between
those who wanted to know and those who did not.
Some of them asked questions to learn more; others
preferred just to observe through the binoculars.
However, the culmination point of the tour is when
the captain finally ends his story and informs them
that they are allowed to dive in and spend time
swimming. Their enthusiasm and excitement unify
the divided feelings they felt minutes ago and change
the whole scene, which was anything but emotional.
The view of Varosha does not matter anymore. The
beach is still a beach.
Varosha’s military posts are invisible to the divers.
It is quite interesting that, exactly on the edge of
the buffer zone and the beach, there are several
improvised temporary tents where people, either
Cypriots or foreign tourists, camp, in order to have
alternative vacations close to the best beach in
Cyprus. This area, due to its proximity to the buffer
zone and the beach, prohibits the construction of
any permanent structure. Consequently, it remains
officially unused but is exploited in other ways. The
contrast between these holiday tents and the military post right above them is compelling in terms
of which one actually lays a claim to this territory.
Shifts of power are revealed, as tourists show no
fear of the military presence. Borders in conflict
zones are supposed to be the ultimate spaces of
control, prohibition, and surveillance. However,
relaxing in the buffer zone entails an ambiguity that
allows things to occur. This ambiguity introduces
a new relationship between space and the activities
that occur within it, one which not only proposes
but demands a reinterpretation of space.
CONCLUSION
The two episodes in this paper are examples of how
society, even at the grassroots level, can react to institutional forces and divisions that prescribe ways
of living. This is one of the ways society learns how
to deal with some unpleasant events, with reality,
and pragmatism. However, it needs to be clear that
the actors in these episodes, despite their inventive
and seemingly creative strategies of dealing with
conflict conditions, have simultaneously failed to
ask pressing questions regarding the socio-economic, political and ethnic conflict that dominates
the otherwise touristic landscape of Famagusta.
Born from opportunistic behavior, these episodes
neglect, or even worse, ignore Varosha’s sovereignty,
and the actual reality of the conflict zone. Instead,

they propose an alternative reality, one of touristic
enthusiasm, which seems to be equally dominant
in that same spatial environment. Therefore, the
juxtaposition of landscapes potentially offers a
platform to discuss and, most importantly, question
conventional notions around space and society. It
challenges norms of equity, peace, and institutional
power, which are not only apparent in contested
zones but many aspects of social life. The broader
purpose of this paper, then, is to manifest a healthy
critique of such paradoxes and contradictions and
act as a call to re-evaluate seemingly disadvantageous, ever-present conditions and to promote
creative design processes. The struggle of architecture in these border conditions is not the enforced
elimination of the unwanted, but the revelation of
the necessary elements that are hidden or disguised.
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